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University Introduction
Johannes Kepler University Linz (JKU) is a comprehensive university located in Linz, the
capital of Upper Austria. With excellent transportation connections—just two hours by train

from Vienna International Airport—it is easily accessible and well connected to neighboring

countries via cross-border trains or FlixBus.

Founded in 1966, JKU offers a wide range of academic disciplines including engineering,

science, medicine, law, social sciences, and business. In recent years, its programs in artificial

intelligence have gained popularity. The university regularly hosts career fairs to foster




strong academia-industry linkages, providing students with opportunities for internships or
part-time work even before graduation. This practical exposure means many students gain

valuable work experience during their studies.

JKU" s diverse student body includes individuals from around the world. Collaborative
projects and presentations often involve classmates from different cultural backgrounds,
enabling the development of cross-cultural communication skills and a truly global mindset.
JKU also organizes orientation events and excursions to help exchange students connect

with Austrian culture and local peers.

Learning from lectures
Among all the courses | took during my exchange, | gained the most from Macroeconomics
and the B2-level German course. Both were quite challenging, yet they helped me push past

my comfort zone and grow academically and personally.

The Macroeconomics course began with the basics of GDP and gradually introduced more
advanced concepts such as the IS-LM-PC model and Okun's Law. This course enhanced my
understanding of global economic policies and allowed me to analyze their logic and

implications more critically.

Meanwhile, the B2 German course was initially intimidating due to new vocabulary and
grammar | hadn't encountered before. To overcome this, | practiced speaking with a German-
speaking buddy weekly and immersed myself in German-language books and programs.
Over time, the fear of unfamiliar words gave way to curiosity, and | began to truly enjoy the
learning process. As my language skills improved, | found myself increasingly able to engage

in everyday conversations, make Austrian friends, and share Taiwanese culture in return.

Learning beyond classroom
Traveling across Europe deepened my cultural understanding. | explored historic castles, old

towns, and churches, often joining walking tours to learn the local history. In hostels, | met




travelers from all over the world. Many were curious about Taiwan and its geopolitical
relationship with China. Although it was sometimes disheartening to realize how little people
knew about Taiwan, | saw this as a meaningful mission—to be a small window through which

the world could discover Taiwan.

One of my favorite extracurricular experiences was turning a casual request into a micro-
business. An Iranian classmate asked me to create a Chinese name for her, which inspired me
to offer Chinese name design as a service to international students. This became a wonderful

way to share Chinese culture while also engaging in real-world entrepreneurial practice.

Specific Benefits of the Exchange Experience
1. Improved German proficiency from B1 to B2
2. Gained awareness of cultural, ideological, and educational differences between the
East and the West
3. Made friends from around the world, broadening my horizons and perspective
4. Gained a clearer understanding of my ideal lifestyle and career path, confirming a

future direction focused on working abroad

Transformation after the one-year exchange program

This experience transformed me in many ways. | used to fear the unknown and dread failure.
Yet, seeing peers who juggled jobs, studies, and even financial responsibilities with
unwavering determination taught me what resilience looks like. | realized that |, too, can face
challenges and persevere. Even now, as | remain uncertain about the future,  am more willing

to take that first step—bravely, wholeheartedly, and with an open mind.

In retrospect, no one teaches you how to say goodbye to a place that has become a part of
you. Austria, and Europe as a whole, became my "too good to go"—a place too precious to
leave behind. While I" ve returned to Taiwan, memories of European cities, languages, and
friendships linger in my heart. | now carry with me a broader worldview, enhanced language

skills, cultural empathy, and the courage to pursue a life shaped by passion, purpose, and




international connection.




