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The University of the Ryukyus has various faculties, including humanities
and social sciences, education, medicine, engineering, and agriculture.
However, for regular exchange students, most of the time is spent
attending Japanese and Okinawa-related courses. Japanese A class
allows for rapid improvement in Japanese language skills within a short
period of time, although the class hours are relatively long. However, |
personally felt that it was very worthwhile. There are also some English-
taught courses, which allow you to meet and interact with students from
various countries and cultural backgrounds.

| would highly recommend to actively participate in club activities or other
events that provide opportunities to interact with Japanese people. After
all, when you're abroad, you should take the opportunities to practice
your japanese. During my year in Okinawa, | joined the tennis and futsal
clubs, through which | made many Japanese friends, and my Japanese
conversation skills improved to some extent. Besides the clubs, | also met
a group of Japanese friends who love diving, which greatly improved both
my Japanese and diving skills. If you dont have a driver’ s license yet, |

recommend getting one before coming to Japan. Driving will make life a



lot more convenient in Okinawa for sure.

Study abroad can make you improve foreign language skills ~ broaden
international perspective ~ immerse in the culture and customs of foreign
countries ~ increase self-confidence and independence ~ make international
friends ~ learn some cooking skills.

Some of the most difficult things when you arrived in Japan was opening a
bank account at the post office and obtaining the residence card at the city
hall when [ first arrived in Japan. It required some help from buddies or
teachers/staff at the international office. However, after about a month, all
the necessary paperwork was done, and you could enjoy the abroad life
more freely.

The biggest difference between Japan and Taiwan is in terms of
transportation. There are noticeable differences in driving direction,
manners, and habits, which are of much higher quality in Japan. There are
also far fewer motorcycles on the roads in Japan compared to Taiwan,
which makes driving much more relaxed, and adapting to this was quite
easy. Stores in Japan also tend to close earlier, but there are plenty of
izakayas that stay open late. In Taiwan, eating out is cheap, so | mostly ate

out during my four years of university. However, after arriving in Japan,



cooking for yourself saves more money, so most of us only eat out
occasionally.

Lastly, studying abroad has given me the opportunity to interact with
friends from all over the world. Due to differences in backgrounds and
experiences, | often encountered diverse ideas and perspectives. In terms
of personality, I' ve become a bit more emotionally stable and have seen
positive changes in how | handle interpersonal relationships.

After a year of studying abroad, I’ ve gained many wonderful memories
and seen many aspects of Japan that are worth learning from and
emulating. If you have the opportunity, going on an exchange is a great
choice. Besides expanding your horizons abroad, your home university and
scholarships offer a lot of support, which reduces the financial burden

significantly.



