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**University of Licge**

Founded in 1817, the University of Li¢ge in Belgium is one of Europe’s oldest public universities,
established with state funding. It is situated in Liége, the capital of the French-speaking region in Belgium
and the country's third-largest city. Over the past two centuries, it has developed into a comprehensive,
world-class university known for its rigorous academic programs and top-notch research.

The university has several campuses, with the largest being Sart Tilman, located near the hills. It takes
about 30 minutes by bus from the city center. This campus has excellent facilities, is surrounded by forest,
and hosts most of the university's faculties, such as law, engineering, medicine, and social sciences. It also
hosts many activities like orientation days, soccer matches, and club events. There are also several city-
center campuses, including the 20-Aout campus, which houses the faculties of humanities and social
sciences, the library, and administrative offices. HEC (Business School) is located in a separate building.
Additionally, there's a university branch in a mall downtown with a bookstore, consultation center, self-
study rooms, and large classrooms.

**Course Recommendations **

*Course Enrollment and Planning*

At the University of Liége, course selection differs from what you might be used to at Sun Yat-Sen
University. You need to discuss the difficulty level of courses with your coordinator and ensure they match
your proficiency. If you need to adjust your study plan after classes start, you must update your learning
agreement and discuss changes with your coordinator. In my case, as a political science student, I was
limited to taking only one course outside my major and had to choose courses specifically for exchange
students.

*French Language Course A1*

French classes are held at Rue de Pitteurs, separate from other courses. After enrolling, you'll take a
placement test in speaking and reading. If you lack a basic level of French, you can directly inform the
tester, who will place you in an A1 class and help schedule your classes. I chose classes on Monday and
Wednesday from 16:00 to 18:00, which fit my timetable. My French teacher, Sara Yan, makes classes
engaging and focuses on speaking practice, which I highly recommend. Classes are in French, with about
15-20 students per class, providing ample opportunities to practice speaking with classmates.

*Exams*

Each semester includes four take-home exams, which involve completing reading and speaking tasks on
Declic. The reading test covers material from class, while the speaking test requires recording your
thoughts. Missing more than four classes or not completing take-home exams means you can't sit for the
final exam.

*International Organization*

This course, aimed at exchange students, has about 40-50 participants and is held at HEC (Business
School). The professor discusses the formation, history, and current issues of international organizations.
This semester’s focus was on the UN, EU, and World Bank. There’s no roll call or quizzes, but grading
includes group reports, presentations, and a 25-question multiple-choice exam. Each group selects an
international organization to research, covering its history and challenges. My group chose the EU and
focused on its response to the pandemic, including its formation, history, and the difficulties faced. This
course is highly recommended for exchange students as it provides rich content and the chance to meet
students from various countries.

**Language and Adaptation®*
Living in a French-speaking area, I initially struggled with using French for daily tasks like shopping and



taking public transportation. At first, I was hesitant to speak, but over time, I got more comfortable with
tasks like ordering food in French. Now, dining out on my own is no problem. It was tough at first, but
speaking French regularly really helps improve your skills. When shopping, I’d look up unfamiliar words
online to build my vocabulary. With effort, your French will definitely improve!

**Cultural Shock and Adaptation™**

Cultural shock mainly came from language and cultural differences. Since I was living in a French-
speaking region, everyday tasks like shopping were challenging. Additionally, in Liege, which isn't a major
city, there are fewer Asians, so I often attracted curious glances. At first, being stared at was
uncomfortable, but I realized it was just curiosity. Changing my perspective helped me gradually adapt to
the attention.

*Reflective Thoughts*

This has been a transformative year for me in Liége, Belgium, where I can expand both my academic and
personal horizons. While at the University of Liége, I experienced a rich academic environment that
broadened my horizons. With a diverse curriculum and dynamic teaching methods, the university
challenged my intellectual abilities and encouraged critical thinking.

It was a pivotal experience living independently in Liége. Managing finances, handling logistics, and
adapting to a different cultural rhythm were challenges in a new city. Through these experiences, I've
learned problem-solving skills and developed self-reliance. It made me more resourceful and confident
about handling issues as they arose, from simple things like setting up a bank account to more complicated
stuff like unexpected housing problems



