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KEDGE Business School is accredited by three major international business school accreditations:
AACSB, EQUIS, AMBA, and ranks 9th nationally in France. Located in Talence, Bordeaux, the school
benefits from its proximity to numerous universities in a city characterized by its historical charm and rich
wine culture.

I enrolled in two courses: Supply Chain Design & Management and Going Global Expatriation Training. |
highly recommend the latter, which is taught by two professors from China and France, both of whom are
dedicated and employ engaging teaching methods. For instance, in the first class, each student was asked
to build a Lego structure representing themselves, fostering cross-cultural understanding among students
from different countries. The use of platforms like Kahoot further enriched our understanding of French
culture.

Beyond cultural learning, this course is valuable for students interested in HR, as it provides clear insights
into the challenges of expatriation and HR practices. The final project involves qualitative interviews with
two individuals living/working abroad.

Upon arrival in France, I encountered various administrative challenges:

Purchasing transportation tickets: TBM monthly passes or 10-ride tickets are available, providing access to
Bordeaux's tram and bus network.

Setting up telecom services: Free Mobile is recommended for its affordable price. Moreover, customer
service at Free Mobile is usually helpful, especially for English speakers.

Dealing with electricity providers (EDF): Setting up electricity in my dorm initially posed difficulties, but
utilizing the English service hotline and website eventually resolved the issue.

One of the biggest challenges in France is the limited English proficiency among locals. Despite this,
integrating basic French greetings like "Bonjour" before asking questions facilitated interactions. This
cultural adaptation contributed to increased confidence and reduced social anxiety.

The most significant changes experienced include cultivating independence and assertiveness. Solo travel
and living abroad necessitated careful planning and adaptability. Learning to cook balanced meals and
confidently expressing personal preferences were key aspects of this growth.

I am grateful to my parents for their unwavering support and funding of my European experience, as well
as to my school for the resources and scholarships facilitating this exchange. Reflecting on this journey, I
am inspired to continue studying French and aspire to work in France in the future.





