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My year as an exchange student at Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU) in Seoul has been one of the most
transformative experiences of my academic life. As Korea’s oldest university with a history spanning over 600 years,
SKKU is a place where tradition and innovation coexist. Its Seoul campus, home to the humanities and social sciences,
is rich with historic charm, framed by beautiful kingo trees, maple leaves in the fall, and snow in the winter. Backed
by Samsung, the university is also highly respected for its cutting-edge programs, particularly in business and
engineering.
Among the courses I took, the most impactful one was “Intermediate Theatre Workshop (3= A% 4/4&).” Taught by

a professor who recently won the Baeksang Arts Award, this class was a deep dive into collaborative theatre-making.
As a theatre major from Taiwan, | was curious about how Korean students approached production. [ served as the
lighting designer for our final play, and the process—full of workshops, rehearsals, and live performance—helped me
grow immensely both in my craft and my Korean language skills.

Another highlight was a snowboarding course, which might sound casual, but was surprisingly intense. We stayed at
a ski resort for four days and trained from morning till night. Having never seen snow before, learning to snowboard
was not only exciting but also gave me an unforgettable sense of achievement when I finally made it down an
intermediate slope.

Beyond academics, one of the most meaningful experiences came from outside the classroom. Through my
professor’s connection, I participated in the Asia Play Festival as a translator. I translated a Taiwanese play about the
1990 student movement into Korean, allowing Korean actors to stage a reading. I also served as an interpreter during
the post-show talk with the original Taiwanese playwright and director. Watching my country’s history and language
being appreciated on a foreign stage was deeply emotional and fulfilling.

This exchange taught me more than just language and theatre. It showed me how to face disappointment—Ilike when
[ was unable to work at a dream company due to visa restrictions. I learned to accept that not all problems can be
solved with effort alone, and that letting go is sometimes a form of strength. I also encountered cultural differences,
particularly Korea’s strict age hierarchy, which initially felt overwhelming but gradually became more
understandable as I learned about its historical roots in Confucianism.

Most importantly, I've learned to slow down and truly experience life—to feel the rhythm of a city, notice the air, and
listen to the people around me. Studying abroad is not just about academic credit; it’s about personal transformation.

And I'm grateful that | had the chance to grow in ways [ never expected.




