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School Life at University of Hradec Kralove
| studied at the University of Hradec Kralove (UHK), located about two hours east of Prague by
train. This makes traveling to Eastern Europe particularly convenient, as a three-hour journey can
get you to the airport. A nearby town, Pardubice, located 20 minutes south of Hradec Kralove,
serves as a great transfer hub for train connections.
| stayed at the Palachova dormitory (pronounced "pa-la-ho-va"), which was a 20-minute bus ride
from campus. The dormitory provided a well-equipped living environment, with each flat
consisting of either two double or two triple rooms. | lived in a double room, which was spacious
and comfortable. The dormitory was conveniently located near several supermarkets: Albert (3-
minute walk), Lidl (7-minute walk), and Tesco (10-minute walk), with the latter offering a 10%
student discount. Hradec Kralove itself is a city with wide streets, good security, and a peaceful
atmosphere, making it an excellent place for student life.

Academically, | took three courses: Czech Language for Foreigners, Corporate Communication,
and a skiing course. The Czech language class, taught by Ava, was engaging and interactive, with
a strong emphasis on speaking practice. She ensured every student participated and utilized
various materials to enhance learning.

Corporate Communication, taught by Marcel Pikhart, blended theory with real-world case
studies. Students presented reports on assigned topics in the first half of each session, followed
by lectures filled with humor and valuable insights.

Lastly, the skiing course was a four-day intensive class held in the northern Czech mountains. As a
student in FIM, | had priority enroliment, and | highly recommend it. The instructor not only
taught skiing techniques but also organized engaging activities, making it a unique experience,
especially for students from countries without snow.

Traveling and Cultural Experiences

Cooking was one of my extracurricular learning experiences, as working with unfamiliar
ingredients was a challenge. Fortunately, my Czech roommate introduced me to local cuisine and
shared various cooking tips. However, beyond daily life, traveling became my most significant
learning experience. Being in Europe for six months provided an incredible opportunity to
explore, even though time was often too short to plan every trip in detail. Many times, | made
spontaneous decisions just one or two days before departure, quickly booking flights and
accommodations while researching transportation, attractions, and historical sites. This tested my
adaptability and ability to absorb knowledge on the go.




One of my biggest takeaways from traveling was cultural immersion. | experienced the impatient
expressions of Czech locals, the celebratory atmosphere of Oktoberfest in Munich, the morning
espresso culture in Rome, and the breathtaking aurora in Iceland. Every journey, whether
encountering good or bad experiences, became an invaluable and unique memory.

Reflections and Lessons Learned

Throughout my time abroad, | encountered various challenges, including cultural differences,
racial discrimination during travel, and even a near legal issue when attempting to bring a drone
into Egypt. While traveling across multiple countries, | carried all my photography equipment,
including my drone. Before my flight from Madrid to Egypt, a fellow photographer told me that
drones were illegal in Egypt. At that moment, | was already at the boarding gate. After extensive
research, | discovered that most cases ended with confiscation or detention. My best option was
to declare my drone as lost luggage and leave it on the plane. Fortunately, upon returning to my
hotel, | was able to file a lost item report with the airline, and the drone was successfully recovered
and returned to Taiwan without damage. This experience taught me the importance of thorough
research before traveling and to never take international regulations for granted.

Adjusting to cultural differences also played a crucial role in my growth. In Europe, people tend to
prioritize personal space and time. At first, | found it frustrating when locals blocked supermarket
aisles without considering others. However, | later realized that they were simply enjoying their
own pace, which encouraged me to embrace a more relaxed approach to life.

This exchange program significantly enhanced my independence and adaptability. Unpredictable
situations arose frequently—public transport strikes in Italy, aggressive encounters with homeless
individuals, flight delays, or sudden snowstorms blocking highways. Through these experiences, |
learned to remain calm and tackle challenges with a composed mindset.

Looking back, | am grateful for this journey. Exchange programs are brief, and | made sure to
capture every moment through my photography and travel experiences. In just six months, |
visited over 20 countries and 30 cities, standing in places | had once only seen in movies. This
journey broadened my perspective, showing me possibilities beyond traditional career paths.
Unlike the common belief in Taiwan that academic success is paramount, my travels revealed
diverse career opportunities worldwide. This experience has given me the confidence to pursue
international career opportunities in the future.

Ultimately, this exchange program was not just a trip—it was a life-changing chapter filled with
stories that will stay with me forever.
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