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School Overview

Rennes School of Business (RSB) is an international business school in France that emphasizes global
perspectives and innovative thinking. With a diverse student body and faculty, the school provides an
international learning environment. The campus is modern and well-maintained, and while Rennes is smaller than
cities like Paris, it is student-friendly with a lower cost of living and convenient public transport.

Academic Experience
I enrolled in the MSc in Data and Business Analytics program and took the following courses:

o Data Science Toolbox — Introduction to coding tools.
o Data Driven Demand Planning — Demand forecasting and data visualization.
o CRM Systems with AI Integration — Managing customer relationships with Al tools.

e Globalmindedness & Intercultural Intelligence — Understanding cultural differences in business.

The most beneficial course was Data Driven Demand Planning, as it provided practical skills that are valuable
in the job market. However, | found the overall academic experience lacking in structure. Some courses relied too




much on student-led presentations rather than instructor-led teaching, making it difficult to gain in-depth
knowledge. This required more independent learning than I had expected.

Cultural and Social Experience

Living in France was both exciting and challenging. | rented a private apartment that was conveniently located,
but my landlord often ignored my messages while responding to my French roommates, which was frustrating.

| joined the Buddy Program and participated in ESN (Erasmus Student Network) events, meeting international
students from various backgrounds. However, making connections with local French students was difficult due to
language barriers. This reinforced the importance of learning the local language for deeper cultural integration.

| also took the opportunity to travel across Europe, which allowed me to experience different cultures firsthand.
These experiences broadened my worldview and made my exchange more fulfilling.

Personal Growth and Key Takeaways
This exchange experience helped me:

e Become more independent and adaptable.
e Gain a deeper understanding of cultural differences.
o Confirm my interest in working abroad.

e Realize the need to improve my English proficiency, especially in professional settings.

One major challenge | faced was falling sick while traveling. In France, it was difficult to get medication without
a prescription, and doctor appointments were not readily available. This made me appreciate Taiwan’s healthcare
system and taught me the importance of being well-prepared when living abroad.

Final Thoughts

While | gained valuable experiences, | was disappointed with the academic structure at RSB. The courses
lacked depth, and | felt that there were better options for structured learning. That said, the exchange experience
itself was invaluable, providing cultural exposure and personal growth opportunities.

Would | recommend RSB? Not necessarily. However, | strongly recommend studying abroad, as it provides life-
changing experiences that go beyond academics. This exchange has reinforced my desire to work internationally,
and I will continue improving my skills to achieve that goal.
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