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Ritsumeikan University i1s a private university in Kyoto, it was
founded in 1900. The main campus is Kinugasa Campus (KIC) which in
Kyoto, and there are Osaka Ibaraki Campus (0IC), Shiga Biwako-Kusatsu
Campus (BKC) as well.

Ritsumeikan is famous for International Relations, so there are
more foreigner students than other uni. It has SKP (Study in Kansai
Program) for short-term exchange student, and there are three
different track, which are 1JL (Intensive Japanese Language), RCE
(Regular Courses in English) and RCJ (Regular Courses in Japanese),
the one I took is IJL track, we been separate to 8 levels according
to the online test that level I is the beginner level, level VIII is

the highest. The track provides well-balanced approach to improving



reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. My favorite course
1s Listening and Speaking course, we used to listen JPOP or watch J-
Drama to practice listening skill and sometimes we were sharing the

contents we learned from drama or other topics with Japanese

students, this let my listening and speaking skill improve very much.

[ lived in International dormitory, I-House Taishogun( * i¥ 3 ),
which is the closest one to school, and the newest, largest one as
well, the total who this here is more than 150 people, it a good
chance to make friends from all over the world, and learning how to

do the teamwork with people from the different countries.

Efficiency

e Improving foreign language skills

* Understanding cultural differences of vary countries

* Learning teamwork skills with people from the different countries
* Developing Independent skills

* Developing group living skills

Thought and Opinion

Though the exchange period is only a semester, but during the
time my English and Japanese skills have improved a lot. The school
has a specific place for international students to communicate with
Japanese students, called BBP (Beyond Borders Plaza), where there is
no need to worry about our own language skills are not good enough,
in fact, the point to improve is to be not afraid to speak, it does
not matter to make mistakes, speak more is the way to improve the
skill, and you can learn some slangs which will not be taught through

textbooks.

As what I said before, I wad assigned to the closest dormitory to

the school, and therefore no bus pass can be used, if you want to



save money and want to travel around Kyoto, you can consider applying
for other dormitories, transportation costs in Japan is not a small
number, 1f you can get a bus pass, in addition to the usual use to go
to school, you can take unlimited times of Kyoto City Bus, or rent a

bike will be a good idea as well.

Compared to Tokyo and Osaka, Kyoto is a city with a slower pace
of life, and there are many shrines and temples all around the city.
Unfortunately, most of the shops close at around 7 or 8 p.m., 1f you
want to continue to enjoy the nightlife, Kawaramachi is a recommended
place, where stores and restaurants open later, and there is also the
famous Kamogawa River nearby, [ often sit with my friends and chill
along the river. After coming to Japan, [ experienced a lot of
Japanese culture, such as Gion Festival, matcha experience, cherry
blossom viewing and summer fireworks festival, those are such
wonderful memories. After living in Japan, there are points of
appreciation for Japan, and of course, there are some points Taiwan
might do better than Japan, but it worth it to come to Japan for
exchange, and [ feel that [ have grown a lot in every aspect, and the
memory of this half-year study abroad experience will stay in my mind

forever.



