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A brief introduction to my University:

I was studying at university of applied science Potsdam for my exchange semester. There are around 3,
000 students and 100 faculties. It was established in 1991. Compared to NSYSU, the campus of
University of applied sciences Potsdam is not large. However, I'm honored to have the chance to study in
the department of Interface Design. Which is considered a unique program among German university.
The University is separated into 5 departments:

Department of city | construction | culture,

Department of design,

Department of social and educational sciences, and

Department of information science.

Fortunately, there are more classes that are taught in English at the department of Design. So that’s the
reason why I was recommended to study there. One more interesting thing is that there is a bar in the

campus. It’s a good place where you can hang out with people and chill out there.

Regarding my classes:

The class from which I benefited the most was called Basic interface. First, it’s taught in German which
is a challenge to me. I appreciate that there are classmates who are willing to translate for me. And
professor sent me some recording as well. Which were also helpful. We had to learn how to use Figma
which is a tool for design students to create their projects online. It was totally new for me, so I spent
some time and effort on it. In addition, we had to make a presentation about our project every week. |
was nervous at that time, but I get used to it gradually. Overall, it was such an unforgettable experience

that made me improve a lot. Doing many things that I was not familiar with.

Besides my classes:

Besides learning new things in class, I also learned many things in daily life. For example I felt my
language ability has improved a lot. I had to deal with the problem regarding bank account, health
insurance, registering the place where I live etc. on my own. The staff sometimes don’t speak English. It
sounds hard, but at the same time it’s a good opportunity to practice my German. These situations made

me became more independent and more confident when facing a problem.

The advantage of being an exchange student are as follows:
Enhancing language ability
Learning local culture and do as the Romans do, when in Rome.

Gaining experience from people who have different background.



Being independent to deal with the problems in daily life.

Allowing me to find my future university to study.

Reflections, suggestions, summaries:

Besides attending in university of applied science, I also visited other universities, like Technical
University of Berlin, University of Potsdam which were really impressive. I traveled to other cities as
well, exploring different universities that I might potentially apply to for my master’s degree.
Experiencing these environments was very helpful because I was planning to go to Germany for further

studies. I really appreciate this opportunity.

Living overseas has definitely changed me in some aspect, especially in terms of my personality. [ used
to think I wasn't good enough to present my ideas or that I wasn't confident enough to speak in front of
people. But now I realize that everyone has areas where they lack confidence, but they excel in other
areas where they feel strong. This experience has helped me reflect on my strengths and how I can use

them to help others. I’ve learned not to be afraid of my weaknesses.

Overall, I think this has been an amazing experience. I’ve met great people, amazing people, and it has
allowed me to become more independent. Dealing with challenges on my own has helped me grow, and

it’s also helped me determine where I want to be in the future.



