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Comenius University Bratislava, founded in 1919, is the oldest and largest higher education institution
in Slovakia. Named after 17th-century Czech educator Jan Amos Comenius, the university continues
the academic traditions of Academia Istropolitana, established in 1465. It has multiple faculties,
including Medicine, Law, Philosophy, Natural Sciences, Education, Pharmacy, Sports, Mathematics-

Physics-Informatics, Theology, Management, and Social & Economic Sciences.

I studied at the Faculty of Management, which, although not top-ranked globally, offers innovative and
entrepreneurship courses that are more comprehensive than those in Taiwan. The most rewarding
course was "Innovation Management in SMEs." The professor was highly dedicated, and the course
structure was rigorous, featuring weekly in-person and online classes, frequent group assignments, a

midterm, and a final exam. While demanding, it was highly beneficial.

My main goal during this exchange was to travel across Europe, so I scheduled classes from Monday to
Wednesday, leaving Thursday to Sunday for trips. I visited a new country weekly, with unforgettable
experiences such as seeing the Mona Lisa at the Louvre and cruising the Seine River in Paris. In
contrast, Greece was unexpectedly underdeveloped, with unreliable public transport and chaotic streets,

highlighting the importance of travel preparedness.

A significant challenge arose when my loud snoring disturbed my light-sleeping roommates. After they
reported it to the dormitory committee, I was asked to resolve the issue or move off-campus, which was
financially burdensome. Despite trying nasal strips and changing sleep positions, the problem persisted.

Seeking internal support, I consulted the dean of my faculty, who intervened with the dormitory




committee. Eventually, they arranged an emergency room for me, relieving both my stress and financial
strain. This experience taught me the importance of seeking support and communicating effectively

when facing unexpected difficulties.

Group projects exposed me to cultural differences in teamwork. Unlike in Taiwan, where tasks are
planned collectively, many international students worked independently without prior discussion.
Initially, I was shocked when teammates only submitted their work three days before the deadline. I
adapted by proactively claiming my part early, allowing others to adjust accordingly. This approach

significantly improved efficiency and collaboration.

This exchange enhanced my problem-solving skills and confidence in speaking English. Surprisingly,
many Europeans do not speak fluent English, so I relied on gestures and Google Translate when
communicating. Traveling alone also heightened my awareness of safety and responsibility. While I
expected risks like pickpocketing, I lost items due to my own carelessness rather than theft.
Transportation was more complex than anticipated, with frequent flight cancellations and train
disruptions. A major lesson came when my subway was delayed, jeopardizing my flight. I quickly
devised an alternative route and made it on time, reinforcing my ability to handle unforeseen challenges
flexibly.

Through this experience, I transformed from a shy Asian student hesitant to speak English into a
confident international learner who actively participates in class discussions. I also evolved from a
reserved Taiwanese girl into a global citizen unafraid to engage with strangers. Studying abroad is a
valuable opportunity that broadens perspectives, proving that the world is not as distant as it seems.

Exploring different cultures fosters a global mindset, allowing us to embrace the world with open arms.




