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School Introduction
Griffith University is located in Queensland, Australia, with several campuses in Brisbane. |




attended classes at the newest campus on the Gold Coast. Since the campuses are very far apart,
it" s crucial to select courses within the same campus as your accommodation. Griffith University
offers a wide range of disciplines, with the Gold Coast campus being particularly renowned for its
School of Hotel Management and Business School.

Courses Taken Abroad
At Griffith, | took three courses, each worth 10 credits:

1. Why Money Matters: A combination of economics and accounting.

2. Partnerships in Australia, Asia, and the Pacific: Focused on analyzing the relationships

between Asian countries and Australia from a diplomatic perspective.
3. Investment Analysis and Management: A blend of financial analysis and investment
studies.

For exchange students, course selection requires pre-approval by Griffith to ensure students meet
the prerequisites. One course, Student Investment Fund, caught my attention as it involves
hands-on investment in financial markets using university-provided funds. Unfortunately, my
application for this course was not approved.
Australian courses emphasize independent thinking and the ability to express ideas. Each of the
three courses | took required assignments where students had to record video presentations—
something relatively uncommon in Taiwan.
The most rewarding and challenging course for me was Investment Analysis and Management.
Griffith's curriculum is structured progressively, building foundational knowledge in lower grades
and moving to more advanced courses in later years. This course demanded solid math skills,
proficiency in Excel, and a basic understanding of financial analysis. To keep up, students needed
to preview materials independently before attending online lectures. Workshops provided
opportunities for problem-solving and guidance on assignments.
A particularly memorable assignment was the midterm project for which | had to record a stock
pitch video. We were required to choose one stock from six selected by the professor, conduct an
analysis, and present investment recommendations, all while dressed in formal business attire. |
selected a gambling company's stock, concluded with a pessimistic outlook after extensive
analysis, and presented my findings. Ironically, the stock's price increased before | left Australia.
Although some details were corrected by the professor, the video received positive feedback.
Despite the complexity of the courses, | managed to achieve better-than-expected results, making
the effort worthwhile and the experience highly fulfilling.

Life Abroad
The first challenge in Australia was coping with the high cost of living. Dining out often costs over




a thousand NT dollars per meal, making cooking an essential skill for every student abroad. Over
a few months, my cooking skills improved significantly. Although some common Taiwanese
ingredients were hard to find, | discovered numerous Asian supermarkets offering a variety of
Asian foods, including Chinese and Taiwanese staples and drinks, which became my spiritual
sustenance.

Most of my friends in Australia were people | met on the basketball court. Through these
connections, | was introduced to other Taiwanese students studying in Australia. While Australia
has a high proportion of Chinese residents, | chose to step out of my comfort zone and connect
with people from diverse backgrounds. Sports became an excellent way to bond across cultures.
Before leaving, | traveled with my basketball friends to various places, creating some of my most
cherished memories.

Specific Benefits of the Exchange
1. Improved English skills, especially speaking.

N

Learned essential independent living skills.

w

Made international friends.

»

Enhanced self-expression and communication abilities.

Challenges, Solutions, and Insights

Before going to Australia, | had experience living in dormitories at my university, where my
roommates had good hygiene and respected others. However, my luck changed in Australia.
Upon arrival, it was winter there, and | caught a cold. One night, an Indian roommate was loudly
socializing with non-residents in the apartment, making it hard for me to rest. | confronted him,
but his strong Indian accent made communication difficult. The next day, | left a note explaining
my illness and requesting some quiet while extending goodwill. This gesture improved our
relationship, even though | never fully understood his accent.

The incident taught me to avoid letting emotions dictate actions. Approaching conflicts calmly
and with kindness can lead to better resolutions.

Cultural Differences

| lived in a shared apartment with four other roommates (from four different countries). We
shared bathrooms and the kitchen. One Pakistani roommate never cleaned the kitchen after use,
which annoyed everyone. Despite friendly reminders, the situation didn’ timprove. My approach
was to ignore issues that didn’ t affect me directly and clean up when necessary.

Adjusting to Australian traffic was another challenge. Besides right-hand driving, pedestrian
crossings required pressing a button to activate the signal. Cars also consistently yield to




pedestrians, a norm | found both safe and challenging to re-adapt to when returning to Taiwan.
| had mentally prepared for potential racial discrimination before arriving in Australia. While most
Australians were friendly, | did encounter occasional discrimination. In such instances, | tend to

stand my ground, ensuring they can’ t affect me.

Personal Growth

Although my time in Australia was short, it was transformative. | made friends from various
countries, which required daily communication in English, significantly improving my speaking
skills—a fact acknowledged by my foreign friends.

Living alone in an unfamiliar environment felt like an early introduction to adult responsibilities.
Tasks like opening a bank account and managing health insurance, combined with cooking and

other daily routines, helped me mature and develop a more independent mindset.

Reflections

My trip to Australia was highly rewarding. Academically, | learned a lot and experienced an eye-
opening approach to education. Although the courses were more challenging than expected, |
don’ tregret my choices.

Support from both my home university and Griffith University, including scholarships and
resources for international students, greatly eased my journey. Beyond academics, | explored
Australian cities such as Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra, and Tasmania during holidays.
Each trip deepened my appreciation for Australia, from its vibrant cities to its unique wildlife.
My only regret was not applying for the buddy program due to time constraints, which limited my
interactions with local Australians. However, | made up for it by befriending people from various
countries.

Overall, I am highly satisfied with this exchange experience.




