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School Introduction:

Hosei University, located in the Kanto region of Japan, is a challenging university with three campuses:
Koganei, Tama, and Ichigaya. The campus I exchanged to is located in Ichigaya, right next to the Yasukuni
Shrine, an architectural symbol of nationalism that might provoke disdain from 30% of our countrymen.

Coursework Abroad (Academic Studies):

My favorite course was Business Japanese by Professor Hiroshi Kaneko. He was very kind and explained
honorifics well. Even though I majored in Japanese, I often forget some honorifics. This is a highly
recommended course.

Life Learning Abroad (Extracurricular):

I think the countryside in Japan is great. I like its sense of decline, which is different from a simple retro
feel. Of course, some areas have developed well through hometown tax and local revitalization.
Witnessing decline is beautiful; as the saying goes, it makes you appreciate the birth and demise of people
and things.

Specific Benefits of the Exchange/Study Program (Listed):

Broadened horizons

Improved language skills

Expanded social network

Understood the culture

Difficulties Encountered and Solutions During Overseas Life:

Actually, none. As Tony Leung once said, he likes the feeling of living in Japan, where you can enjoy the
immersion of solitude. You can live here without knowing any Japanese, although this might only apply to
urban areas.

Cultural Shock and Adaptation:

Since Taiwan was a colony, much of its culture is transplanted or grafted. Positively speaking, it's a
cultural melting pot; negatively, it takes a long time to shape a self-identity. However, I don't think this is
bad. After people shape their identities, society tends to develop a mainstream consciousness, influencing
the direction of the nation or culture. So, I didn't feel much cultural shock. Simply put, Japan is like
Taiwan with a better environment, more pure Japanese elements, a larger population, and a wider range of
left and right-wing people. The reverence for the Emperor, for some people in Taiwan, might only extend
to gratitude for Chiang Kai-shek preserving the imperial system. In short, cultural shock depends on how
your ideology is shaped and your information circle. Personally, I didn't have much trouble with this and
could even be described as disdainful of the world.

Personal Growth from Overseas Experience:

Probably in affirming certain ideas in my heart, realizing that every place has its pros and cons, not just
Japan. I don't dislike Japan, just as I don't dislike Taiwan. Society is complex, work is hard, and this
experience has helped me better understand my views on things and recognize the indifferences within
differences.

The Biggest Help of the Scholarship for Overseas Study:

It allowed me to travel more, which was very meaningful. Thank you to Sun Yat-sen and the nation for
their relentless nurturing. I hope to at least not give my superiors or colleagues the impression of wasting
public funds. Without the scholarship, I probably would still have gone on this trip, but I also considered
going to Norway since I had studied Japanese.



Final Thoughts and Reflections:

This was a great experience that indeed left something behind. Thank you to the school for letting me go to
Japan, and thank you to myself for all my efforts. Grateful, grateful, and hoping not to encounter too many
problems in subsequent military service and job hunting!



