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For the past 1 year, I’d been an exchange student in Finland. How incredible is that?

The only emotion filled in my heart is gratitude. When I came back to Taiwan, I would probably just forget
about all the details that happened to me in the past. But there’s one thing I remembered which is the people I
met. They lent a hand to me; they talked to me nicely; they had me included, etc. And, I couldn’t be more
grateful to our home university and the ministry of education for supporting us to have this amazing opportunity.
Especially, in our department, it is requirement for us to study abroad, and in the year, I know I was not the only

one that encounters all of this regardless of good or bad side.

It is cool to be, to live, and to study...... in Finland from all aspects. I love how they don’t care about what each
other is doing, but they are not like, careless or indifferent. They respect every creature equally as much as they
can, and they don’t see everything as a chance to “dig gold.” I’'m probably exaggerating, but this is pretty much
the factor that sets Taiwan and Finland apart. Another appealing part of Finland is that how close they are with



the Nature. In a regular park or in a national park, you can always see people bringing their family and dogs with
them, having the quality time together. I often go hiking with my friends or stay at the park for the whole
afternoon as well, just admiring and enjoying the vibe there. Personally, I love Sibelius Park located in the
waterfront. It looks stunning in all seasons. There’s an ice cream truck selling Finnish and Swiss brands of ice
cream, so in the summer, I joined the Finnish queue to get one sweet treat. They love it, so do I. And near the sea,
there’s also an adorable red cabin called Café Regatta. You can get some cinnamon rolls and hot chocolate, and
in the winter, they would light up the camp fire to warm up people and grill the sausages. It has good atmosphere
there, and what’s more, it’s in a very authentically Finnish style. For the national park, I went to three different
places, and I certainly cannot decide which one is th best. In Finland, people spend time together in the nature,
which is a rare thing in Taiwan, but I really love that because we can finally put down the mobile phones, look
around where we are, and focus on real-world communication with others. Under that circumstance, we can truly
bond with each other. When things become real and clear, it’s hard to be missed or overlooked, not to mention
given up. That’s why I feel like the Finnish values and respects things more. If you look from one angle, you’ll
probably think they are kind of lame when it comes to food, fashion and entertainment industries. But on the
other side, they live their own happy lives by not exploiting resources too much. They have things to protect and
they take actions to prove that, which is beyond my cognition because in Taiwan, as a collectivism society, we
weirdly consider self interests more. And it’s normal! That’s why I think Finland is such a magical and

wonderful country, like living in Utopia.

Photos:









