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I’'m truly grateful to have had the opportunity to spend a year in Augsburg, Germany, as part of my studies
at Sun Yat-sen University. It’s a decision I've never doubted or regretted!

Living in Augsburg for a year has shown me how vibrant this city is, with different events happening
almost every month that allow you to immerse yourself in the local culture. The people here are amiable,
making it feel much more approachable than a larger city like Munich. I'm delighted with my choice! The
active ESN (Erasmus Student Network) also organizes various events, providing numerous opportunities
to meet people from different countries. I highly recommend participating in these activities at the start of
the semester. The more people you meet, the more options you have to form deeper connections later on.

Before coming here, many questioned why I chose Germany, thinking it might be a boring country, but I'm
so glad I made this choice! I believe many German cities are underrated as travel destinations. I
recommend spending a month with the €49 Deutsche Bahn ticket to explore Germany. After visiting 12
countries, | found that Germans are much friendlier and more helpful than their stereotype suggests.
Although it’s challenging to fully integrate into local social circles, Germany offers a fascinating glimpse
into its culture for exchange students.

“Just here to travel” is a common misconception about exchange programs. You don’t need to worry about
what others think. Whether you focus on travel, academics, language learning, partying, or making friends,
as long as you know what you want and stay focused, you’ll grow from the experience!

Lastly, I highly recommend participating in the buddy program in Taiwan. Through it, I made great
German friends who helped me tremendously during my exchange. I was also lucky to experience
authentic German culture, like a traditional Christmas dinner!



