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University Introduction

Based on my exchange experience at Ghent University in Belgium, this institution is renowned for its
excellent academic reputation and diverse course offerings. Established in 1817, Ghent University is
one of the largest higher education institutions in Belgium, offering a wide range of degree programs
across various disciplines. The university boasts outstanding teaching resources and research
facilities, and it has established partnerships with numerous universities worldwide, providing students

with rich opportunities for international exchange.

Course Learning (In-Class) and Recommended Course

Among the courses | took at Ghent University, my favorite was "Korean Language and Culture (I)."
Although this course did not allow me to transfer credits back to my home university, | decided to enroll
because the schedule was convenient for me to travel by train from another city and it provided
opportunities to interact with non-East Asian students. Professor Victoria's teaching style was very
engaging, often guiding us in group discussions that allowed us to gain a deeper understanding of
Korean culture. Additionally, the integration of apps into the course made the pace of lessons very
dynamic. This course significantly improved my Korean language skills; within just four months, |

progressed from zero knowledge to being able to engage in basic daily conversations and reading.

Life Learning (Extracurricular)

In my extracurricular life, | was fortunate to meet a local student who frequently took me to explore the
culinary delights and hidden spots of Belgium. We enjoyed local specialties such as Belgian waffles,
chocolate, and beer, and visited many beautiful places that are not commonly known to tourists. This
friendship helped me immerse myself in the local culture and provided warmth and support during my

time abroad.

Specific Benefits of the Exchange

e Enhanced Language Skills: Improved my English and Dutch proficiency through daily
interactions.

e Broadened International Perspective: Gained insights into diverse cultures by interacting with
students from different countries.

e Increased Independence: Learned how to handle various challenges while living in a foreign




country.
e Strengthened Academic Abilities: Improved my academic literacy and critical thinking skills

through high-quality coursework.

Challenges Encountered During the Exchange

Regarding accommodation, | was dissatisfied with the dormitory arrangement, as it was located in
another city, making commuting very inconvenient. Especially during strikes, transportation became
more difficult, and one such strike even affected my final exams, with the university not providing any
flexible arrangements. This situation made it hard for me to participate in extracurricular activities and
raised safety concerns. Nevertheless, | sought alternative transportation options and stayed with

friends, which alleviated some commuting issues.

Cultural Shock and Adaptation

The strike culture in Belgium was quite eye-opening for me!

Personal Growth from the Exchange Experience

This exchange experience made me more independent and confident. | learned how to solve problems
in unfamiliar environments (like being locked in the dorm basement) and became more open to new
experiences (such as dealing with strikes and inefficiencies in public administration). My greatest
growth has been in my understanding and acceptance of diverse cultures, enabling me to
communicate and collaborate better with people from various backgrounds, and deeply appreciating

the blessing of living on the beautiful island of Taiwan.

Reflections and Suggestions

My exchange experience at Ghent University was a valuable journey in my life. Despite facing some
challenges with accommodation and transportation, | gained rich academic and life experiences. |
recommend that future exchange students consider the convenience of transportation when choosing

accommodation and actively seek help from local students to better integrate into the local culture.
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