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Chulalongkorn University built in 1917, Chulalongkorn University is named in honor of King
Chulalongkorn (Rama V). Located in the Siam Area of Bangkok, it is the oldest university in Thailand and
is considered the most prestigious in the nation. The university comprises 19 faculties, 3 graduate schools,
1 branch campus, 14 research institutes, 2 educational centers, and 2 affiliated schools, making it one of
the best universities in Thailand.

During the reign of Rama VI, the university was developed into a state-administered academy, adding
various programs such as agriculture, commerce, education, engineering, water administration, law,
medicine, and public administration. By 1917, it had expanded to a comprehensive university with a total
cost 0f 950,982.39 Thai baht for its establishment. The university's emblem is the crown of King Rama V,
and the school color is pink, representing the day of his birth, Tuesday.

There are two courses that I like the most.One is Leader development and the other is Thai language.

In leader development the course taught us how to planned set goals, offering various theories for
reference. It helped clarify our future plans, highlighting our five major strengths and how to utilize them,
as well as identifying suitable collaborators.

Also,learning the local language enhances daily convenience, so I took this course. It covered many
practical phrases that improved my communication with Thai people and provided cultural insights. The
instructor engaged us in speaking practice and exchanges, reinforcing our language skills.

Outside of class, we learned to cook Thai dishes, such as a shrimp paste pork dish unique to southern
Thailand. We also discovered the ingredients Thai people commonly use to add complexity to their
cuisine. Additionally, we learned to create perfume using Thai plants, gaining knowledge about local
flowers and pandan leaves, which are integral to Thai scents. These experiences deepened our cultural
immersion.

Challenges and Solutions During Overseas Life

When extending my visa at the immigration office, unclear instructions on the official website about the
required document copies led to a 15-hour process, wasting nearly an entire day. I learned the importance
of taking multiple queue numbers while waiting, so even if additional copies are needed, the entire day
isn't wasted

Reflections and Thoughts

My exchange in Thailand allowed me to experience the relaxed pace of Thai life. Sometimes, slowing
down and observing your surroundings can bring peace. The warmth of the Thai people was palpable;
students were very friendly to exchange students, willingly sharing important information and even
inviting us to lunch. These interactions provided insights into Thai culture and lifestyle.Also,

meeting friends from diverse backgrounds encouraged me to reflect on my future plans and consider
whether they align with my circumstances and if there are other options. Deep conversations with
international friends provided valuable insights, making me more courageous in facing the unknown.

There is one of the most impressive things in my exchange life in Bangkok.Bangkok's transportation
options were impressively convenient, including walking, buses, taxis, motorcycle taxis, BTS, MRT, and
boats. Riding the bus revealed many interesting aspects, like the fare being collected by conductors



walking up and down the bus. It was fascinating to discover that there are air-conditioned and non-air-
conditioned buses, with the latter offering a more local experience at about 8 baht, though they can be
quite hot.

This exchange program deepened my understanding of Thai culture, particularly the temple culture. I
learned that temples historically served as important educational centers, not just religious sites. Overall,
this exchange experience enriched my knowledge and understanding of Thailand, leaving me with lasting
memories and valuable lessons.For me, this exchange life may be the most valuable experience in my
lifetime.

Specific Benefits of Exchange/Study Abroad

1. Developing independent living skills

2. Experiencing diverse cultures and understanding cultural differences
3. Enhancing problem-solving abilities

4. Improving proficiency in a second or third language

5. Broadening international perspective and worldview

For those who are still considering starting your exchange life or not, stop hesitating, just join now!!!



