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University of the Ryukyus is a national university located in Okinawa , Japan, and it is the only national
university in Okinawa Prefecture. University of the Ryukyus is situated in the central part of Okinawa
Prefecture, spanning the areas of Nishihara Town, Nakagusuku Village, and Ginowan City. It is
approximately a 20-minute drive from Naha City and about half an hour from the airport.

University of the Ryukyus was founded in the year 1950 and was under the jurisdiction of the U.S.
government in Okinawa following the Battle of Okinawa. At that time, in pursuit of educational reforms in
Okinawa,University of the Ryukyus was established on the site of Shuri Castle in Naha City by the U.S.
Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands. It was later relocated to its current campus in 1977. Ryukyu
University has various colleges, including the College of International and Regional Studies, College of
Humanities and Social Sciences, College of Law and Letters, College of Education, College of Science,
College of Agriculture, College of Engineering, and the School of Medicine.

For exchange students, there are mainly two types of programs to choose from: the RISE program with its
various courses and the specialized courses offered by different departments. The language requirements
for the RISE program vary depending on the specific course, but for the Glocal Leadership Course that I
chose, English proficiency is the only requirement, and Japanese language proficiency is not necessary.
However, if you wish to take specialized courses from various departments, many of these courses are
taught in Japanese, so a proficiency level of at least N2 in Japanese is often required.

University of the Ryukyus takes excellent care of exchange students! Here are a few points to share with
everyone:

Housing: As far as I know, many Japanese exchange schools may not provide dormitories, and finding
accommodation on your own can be quite challenging for students who are unfamiliar with the local
housing situation in Japan. However, University of the Ryukyus offers a variety of housing options, so you
don't need to worry about accommodation!

Courses: Whether you have zero Japanese language skills or are at an N1 level, University of the Ryukyus
offers corresponding levels of language courses. Before the start of classes,International Office sends a
simple Japanese proficiency questionnaire for everyone to fill out. Based on the results, they provide
recommendations for the appropriate Japanese language course. However, during the add/drop period after
classes begin, you can still choose courses according to your preferences, whether they are more
challenging or easier.

Regarding University of the Ryukyu's unique courses, such as Japanese culture, Japanese history,
Okinawan history, and Okinawan culture, there are courses available in both Japanese and English. So
even if your Japanese proficiency is relatively basic, you don't need to worry!

Pre-arrival and Post-arrival Procedures Assistance: After confirming eligibility to study at University of
the Ryukyu, the university's international office gradually assists students in completing the necessary visa
procedures. Most of the communication is done through email, so it's essential to pay attention to any
emails from the University. After arriving in Japan, you will need to register with the local city office
(ward office) and enroll in health insurance. In my case, international office organized an orientation for
us a few days after I arrived, explaining the procedures and processes we needed to complete. The
following day, a teacher from the international office took us to the city office to register and enroll in
health insurance. After obtaining our residence cards, the school also arranged for a local student buddy to
accompany us to open a bank account. You don't have to worry about feeling lost after arriving in Japan!

Abundant Scholarships: University of the Ryukyus offers various scholarships, including JASSO and local
support organizations' scholarships! The application process for scholarships is straightforward. When you



fill out your enrollment information, there's an option to indicate whether you want to apply for
scholarships, and I strongly recommend selecting this option! Once you do, you don't need to provide
additional application materials. Approximately two weeks before the start of the semester, you'll receive
notifications about whether you've been awarded any scholarships. Personally, I applied for and received
the JASSO scholarship, which is ¥80,000 per month for a total of five months. I also have classmates who
applied for scholarships from local support organizations, receiving ¥60,000 per month. The actual
amounts and available scholarship options may vary depending on the semester's regulations.

To everyone reading this, I believe many of you are already considering applying for an overseas exchange
program. I just want to say, "Go for it! Be brave and chase your dreams! If you don't start now, you'll never
start!"

University of the Ryukyus truly goes above and beyond to support exchange students in various aspects of
their stay, making the experience as smooth and enjoyable as possible.

I am very certain that I made a very right choice! During these past six months, I have made friends from
all over the world, explored the major attractions in Okinawa, watched baseball games and concerts,
savored a wide variety of Okinawan cuisine, and even went camping in the mountains of Okinawa with
close friends!

In conclusion, I'd like to share with you, who have made up your mind to go on an exchange program, to
truly savor every moment in a foreign land. Every instant passes by in the blink of an eye, and these six
months or a year will undoubtedly fly by. Whether you're experiencing happiness or facing challenges,
seize every story that unfolds in the present!
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