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University of Mannheim was founded in 1967 and is located in Mannheim, Baden-
Wirttemberg, Germany. It is famous in the fields of business and social sciences, and also
has a high reputation around the world.

The students studying in business school have a lot of freedom in course selection —

For us, " taking class" and " taking examination" are two separate things. Students who take
the course can decide whether to take the exam to get credits. In the semester of my
exchange there, | took four courses in total and decided to take the exam of two courses:
Marketing Management Decision and General German Language Course.

Marketing Management Decision is taught in an intensive seminar way. The course takes
place in three days instead of a whole semester, and the exam is held in mid-October. In




the three-day course, the professor talked about how to analyze the market from a
management perspective and focused on planning and developing strategic marketing
plans. He also cited many cases of enterprises nowadays to help students understand the
application of these business strategies in the real world. | enjoy such a teaching method a
lot, which not only makes the course content more interesting but also combines the
theory and our real life.

As for General German Language Course, it is an additional language course offered by the
school. Because the language course has a maximum number of 15 students, the teacher
can take care of each student so that everyone can practice their speaking skills in class.
This small-class learning environment can not only quickly improve German ability, but
also close the relationship between the teacher and classmates. In my opinion, it is a highly
recommended course!

In addition to academy, the other parts of my exchange life in Germany are cooking and

traveling.

During the exchange life, my cooking skill definitely improves a lot. In Taiwan, we can easily
access to meals at an affordable price; however, in Europe, the situation is totally opposite.
Having meals in German restaurants usually costs a lot and not suit my taste. Therefore,
the best solution to overcome both price and taste problems is to cook by ourselves, which
can not only lower expenses, but also suit our taste. In fact, | didn't cook when | was in
Taiwan, but after coming to Germany, | had no choice but to cook for myself. Honestly, it is
enjoyable and joyful to become a chef for myself!

Other than cooking, | also enjoy traveling. In my leisure time, | will explore the German
towns around Mannheim with my friends. If we have longer holidays, we will even step out
of Germany and visit other European countries. Whenever arriving in other countries, |
always broaden my horizons and understand the meaning that “traveling far knows

much.”

After the exchange, | matured a lot both in academy and life. Studying in University of
Mannheim gained my professional knowledge in business, enhanced my ability of German
and widened my network of friends. Living in Mannheim improved my problem-solving
ability, trained my independence, and broadened the international horizons.




All'in all, living alone in Germany is not as easy as | imagined. It is difficult to face and deal
with everything by myself. However, | survived!

| still remember that | was extremely unaccustomed to this land completely different from
Taiwan: different languages, different faces, different scenery, and all the strange things
made me feel scared. | always wanted to return to Taiwan in the beginning. However, as
time went by, | gradually got used to the environment here: making new friends and even
stepping out of Germany to visit several countries.

For me, the exchange life is undoubtedly comprised of bitterness and sweetness. | have to
say that sometimes | even came up with the thought that if | didn't come to Germany for
exchange, | wouldn't have to bear so much. On the contrary, if  hadn't come to Germany
for exchange, | wouldn't have made these new friends from all over the world and visited

several magnificent European countries.

If a friend asks me: Is it the right choice to have the exchange program? My answer must
be: It doesn't matter to give it a try. As for me, instead of worrying too much, it is better to
push yourself out in the first place! After all, we can't wait until we are 100% ready.
Moreover, no pain, no gain!




