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Academic Learning Abroad

E/I

During my exchange, | took two courses at MIAS totaling 9 credits, satisfying my home university’ s requirements. The courses,
Business Correspondence and English for Intercultural Communication, were particularly enriching. The former enhanced my
proficiency in writing professional documents like resumes and cover letters. The latter broadened my intercultural competence
and deepened my understanding of global communication nuances through discussions and presentations on cultural topics.



Extracurricular Experience

Prague offered a vibrant lifestyle beyond academics. The affordability of Czech prices made living and traveling economically
feasible. Local supermarkets near CTU provided a wide range of products, often at a fraction of Taiwanese prices. Cooking at
home was a cost-effective option, and | often enjoyed seasonal fruits and vegetables, as well as inexpensive dairy and poultry
products.

Transportation in Prague is efficient and student-friendly. The metro, trams, and buses made commuting easy, and student
discounts further eased mobility within the city and beyond. | used the Czech Railways and private bus services like RegioJet and
FlixBus to explore neighboring countries, visiting Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Poland.

Prague's central location in Europe made it a perfect base for travel, allowing me to visit 15 countries during my exchange period.
Although | often felt the financial strain, these travel experiences were invaluable, offering opportunities to meet new people,
experience diverse cultures, and expand my horizons.

Prague is also rich in cultural activities. | highly recommend attending an opera or ballet at the Prague National Theatre. The
historical and opulent setting of the theatre, combined with affordable student tickets, provided a unique and enriching cultural
experience. | watched productions like the Italian opera "Romeo and Juliet" and the ballet "La Sylphide," both of which were

exceptional.

Personal Growth and Challenges

Living abroad presented challenges that fostered personal growth. Financial constraints prompted me to seek part-time work at a
local shop, providing insights into Czech work culture and supplementing my budget. Cultural differences, such as language
barriers and differing service expectations, initially posed challenges but taught me adaptability and the value of basic local

language skills.

Impact and Recommendations

My semester abroad was transformative, nurturing independence and expanding my global perspective. | encourage anyone
contemplating an exchange program to embrace its challenges and opportunities. The experience enhances academic learning
and enriches personal development in ways that transcend the classroom.

In conclusion, my time at Czech Technical University was invaluable. It taught me resilience, cultural sensitivity, and the joy of
exploring unfamiliar territories. | cherish the friendships made, the knowledge gained, and the profound personal growth
achieved during this unforgettable chapter of my academic journey.
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