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The University of the Ryukyus was founded after the end of World War Il in May 1950, when



Okinawa was under American military administration. The University of the Ryukyus gained its
present status as a national university when Okinawa was returned to Japan in May 1972.
Currently, the University composes 7 faculties and 8 graduate schools and has more than 8,000
students. The University of the Ryukyus includes the University Library, the University Hospital,
the Tropical Biosphere Research Center, the Global Education Center, the Lifelong Education and
Research Center, the University Education Center, the Subtropical Fields Science Center, and a

University-affiliated junior high school and elementary school.

| took a total of seven courses including Business Japanese, Academic Japanese, Reading,
Listening, Okinawa Culture, Conversation, and Composition to improve my Japanese ability.
Almost every class of Business Japanese will be divided into two groups to practice business
conversations. The content includes Conversations between bosses and subordinates in the
company, telephone connection exercises with other companies, etc. In addition, they also teach
how to use honorifics correctly, write business documents, and the teacher even arranges
interview exercises and fills out resumes.

Academic Japanese and listening comprehension are taught by same teacher. Her class style is
lively and interesting. | always feel that time flies very fast in the teacher's class. Both courses use
the lecture notes compiled by the teacher, and the content is very rich! Students who study
academic Japanese have a certain foundation in Japanese, but the teacher will also write some
elementary grammar, because these grammars actually contain many details that we have not

yet mastered. Through the teacher's careful explanation, | feel that the Japanese ability can be



improved a lot.

As for listening lessons, the teacher will carefully select many videos for us to do listening
exercises. The material of the videos is diverse, such as daily dramas, TV dramas, movies, etc. In
addition to practicing listening, the content of the videos is interesting and can absorb new
knowledge. It is a highly recommended course.

Besides, Okinawa culture is divided into Japanese and English teaching. | choose Japanese to
teach. | learned a lot of Okinawa culture in the course. Each class has group discussions and mind
maps. In addition to making tacos with my classmates at the end of the semester, The teacher
also took us to outdoor teaching (visiting Shuri Castle), which was very interesting.

Last but not least, Japanese conversation is randomly arranged every week, and the teacher
stipulates that the students in the group cannot all speak the same language, so there are many
opportunities to chat with different international students. The most impressive class is that the
teacher asked the students to recommend suitable for learning Japanese songs. Singing
Japanese songs with classmates was so interesting!

In addition to the rich academic courses, through this exchange program, | have met many
interesting friends here (not only exchange students from all over the world, but also buddies
assigned by the Ryukyu Buddy system, etc.). It is very exciting for me to communicate with
people. In addition to proudly sharing Taiwanese culture and food, | can also learn about the
current situation in different countries through the dictation of my friends. We often feel
incredible and novel because of the gap between us. In this process, we can learn how to

appreciate, respect and accept different cultures. For me, the above experience is the most



valuable gain in the exchange process, because compared with purely traveling abroad, the
exchange will allow us to integrate into local education and life more deeply! The biggest
difficulty encountered in Okinawa at the beginning was: no car! Before | went to Okinawa, | saw
many exchange students share the traffic conditions in Okinawa, but | realized it firsthand after |
got there: not renting a car in Okinawa is really like having no feet (laughs), just walking from the
dormitory to the post office near the school It took about 40 minutes, not to mention going to
the city hall to go through some administrative procedures. Although it was very frustrating, the
good thing was that | lost a lot of weight at that time. The buses in Okinawa are much more
expensive than those in Taiwan, and the routes are not perfect. It is recommended that you find a
classmate to rent a car together, or hold on to the thighs of friends who have cars:) Although it is
difficult to describe this exchange trip in Japan in a few words, what is certain is that the
exchange life has really broadened my horizons, and | have never regretted choosing to
exchange abroad!

Thanks to National Sun Yat-Sen University for providing the scholarship, which allowed me to
study and see the world in Okinawa as an exchange student without any worries. Everything |
encountered during the exchange will be an indispensable nutrient in my life. | would also like to
thank the colleagues in the International Office of National Sun Yat-sen University for their
assistance and dedication during the application process. | hope that this trip will not waste this
precious social resource, and | can turn what | have seen and learned into strength in the future,

strive for excellence, and continue to work hard.






