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Nanyang Technological University (NTU) in Singapore is a research-intensive university located in the western
part of the country. Not only is it one of the world’s top universities, but it is also renowned for its beautiful
campus, which features lush greenery and numerous thoughtfully designed, sustainable green buildings. These

buildings address climate change and reduce carbon footprints while providing a comfortable learning

environment.

During my exchange, I took four courses, including two professional courses: “Additive Manufacturing for
Industry 4.0” and “Biomedical Electronic Instrumentation.” I also enrolled in a German language course and an
ADM course called “Immersive 360° and VR Experience.” After a semester of study, I gained a lot from each
class. The professors were dedicated and enthusiastic in their teaching. Although I initially found it challenging
to follow courses conducted entirely in English, most professors would briefly review the previous lesson at the
start of each class. In addition, many courses were recorded, so I could revisit the lessons anytime on my

computer.

I also appreciated the course structure at NTU. For instance, “Biomedical Electronic Instrumentation” consisted
of a two-hour lecture and a one-hour tutorial. The lecture duration was manageable and helped me stay focused.
A few days later, the tutorial would go over each practice question in detail, reinforcing what we had just
learned. The quizzes and final exams were not overly difficult and focused on important concepts from class and
exercises. Overall, I found this course the most rewarding, as I learned a great deal of practical knowledge that

may help in the future.

As for the “Immersive 360° and VR Experience” course, the instructor distributed a VR headset to each student
early in the semester and encouraged us to explore and experience VR throughout the term. It was truly a rare
opportunity. Because of this course, I also visited the School of Art, Design and Media (ADM). NTU’s facilities
and learning environment are exceptional. The classrooms are spacious and comfortable, and the corridors are
often lined with desks and chairs, offering students convenient spots to study or relax.

I arranged my schedule so that my courses were concentrated on certain days, leaving me ample free time to
explore Singapore. Although the country is small, many of its famous attractions are located in the eastern urban
area, while NTU is in the west. It usually took at least an hour to reach the city center, so I only went when I had
no classes. Singapore’s public transport system—buses and MRT—is very well-developed, allowing easy access

to most places despite the distances.

Singapore is a multicultural country with a highly diverse population. It’s often hard to tell who is a local
Singaporean, as the city is home to immigrants, international students, and professionals from all over the world.
It is also a very safe and welcoming country. When I first visited the Marina Bay area, where the iconic Merlion
is located, I was amazed by the towering office buildings, which reflected the country's economic prosperity.
Despite the variety of buildings, the cityscape was not cluttered or cramped. On the contrary, the wide roads and
well-organized layout impressed me with Singapore’s city planning. I later visited an exhibition on urban
planning and was struck by an interactive display that explained how there is no perfect ratio of green spaces,

residential areas, and commercial zones—it all depends on various needs and considerations.



As a highly developed country, Singapore balances urban development with sustainability. The streets are often
lined with greenery, and I even saw chickens walking along the roadside. The government does not recklessly

develop land; instead, it places great emphasis on environmental sustainability, which I find truly admirable.

Specific Benefits of the Exchange Program:

1. Exposure to diverse cultures and people, broadening my global perspective.
2. Acquiring practical, solid knowledge through the coursework.

3. Improved English proficiency and adaptability to an all-English learning environment.

During my exchange at NTU, one significant challenge I faced was the clash in living habits with my roommate.
Initially, I tried to adapt by wearing earplugs and changing my schedule to avoid conflict, but these efforts had
limited effect. Eventually, I gathered the courage to talk to my roommate directly. Although the situation didn’t
improve much, I learned the importance of communication and gained better self-understanding through the
experience.

Upon arriving in Singapore, I encountered some culture shock due to the linguistic diversity (English, Singlish,
Malay, mixed Chinese, etc.), food habits, and communication styles. However, I approached these differences
with an open mind. For example, I made an effort to try foods from various cultures in the school canteen and
engaged with classmates from different backgrounds. This helped me better understand their customs and values,

and deepened my appreciation for Singapore’s spirit of multicultural inclusivity and respect.

Facing these cultural differences as a learner helped reduce discomfort and sparked greater curiosity and open-
mindedness in me. The biggest growth I experienced from this exchange was the enhancement of my problem-
solving and communication skills. Whether it was living abroad on my own, dealing with interpersonal conflicts,
or adapting to English-medium courses, I developed the habit of facing and resolving issues proactively. I also
learned to make good use of resources and seek help when needed. Additionally, I became more capable of
planning and managing my time independently balancing both academic work and exploration, making each day
of my exchange meaningful. This experience helped me cherish cultural differences and taught me to appreciate

the unique beauty of every place.

This exchange experience at NTU not only enriched my academic knowledge but also helped me grow in terms
of daily life, cultural adaptation, and interpersonal interactions. Traveling from Singapore to nearby Southeast
Asian countries such as Malaysia, Indonesia, and Thailand is also very convenient, and there are opportunities to
visit these places during recess weeks or long holidays. I highly recommend this university to students who are
interested in cultural exchange, diverse learning, or exploring Southeast Asian countries. However, I also suggest
preparing mentally in advance, especially for adapting to the climate and cultural differences. The weather here
is generally hot during the day, and it often rains. All in all, if you are willing to keep an open mind and try to

immerse yourself in the local life, I believe this will be a truly worthwhile journey.



