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Kyushu University Exchange Experience

Kyushu University, founded in 1911, is one of Japan’ s leading national universities. It is strong in
engineering, medicine, social sciences, and humanities, and places great emphasis on
international exchange and collaboration. Its motto “Openness, Self-reliance, and
Collaboration” reflects its mission to nurture global-minded professionals.

Among the many courses | took, the one | benefited most from was Advanced Cryptography and
Information Security. The course was taught in two parts: Professor Sakurai covered the
theoretical foundations, while Professor Koide focused on practical exercises. | especially enjoyed
the practical part, as the professor was very dedicated and even used a VTuber avatar for online
lectures, which was both fun and engaging. | learned a great deal about cryptography,
cybersecurity, and network protection through this course.

Life outside the classroom was also fulfilling. Since there are many international students, the
university and dormitories regularly organized events such as cultural exchanges and board
game nights. These activities allowed me to make friends from different countries and improve
my Japanese conversation skills. | also traveled often during weekends, which gave me more
opportunities to experience Japanese culture firsthand.

The exchange had several benefits. First, my Japanese speaking ability improved significantly. At
the beginning, | had very little confidence, but thanks to patient friends who encouraged me and
corrected my mistakes, | gradually became more fluent. Second, | gained a deeper
understanding of Japanese culture. Living in Japan is very different from short-term travel, and |

experienced both the positive and challenging aspects of daily life, such as self-service systems in



restaurants and the polite but reserved communication style.

Of course, there were some difficulties. For example, Japanese people often noticed | was a
foreigner and switched to English, even when | preferred practicing Japanese. While well-
intentioned, it made communication a bit tricky at times. Another cultural surprise came from
talking with Chinese friends, who shared that they often left home to study in another city as
early as middle school, resulting in limited family interaction. This was very different from my
own experience and left a strong impression.

Overall, my biggest growth during the exchange was the improvement of my Japanese speaking
skills and a broader worldview through interaction with students from around the world. At my
home university, there are not many international students, so this exchange gave me valuable
opportunities to connect across cultures.

For future students planning to study in Japan, my advice is to be open and proactive. Japanese
people may seem reserved at first, but once you take the initiative, they are patient, considerate,

and willing to build genuine friendships.



