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University Overview

The University of Augsburg, established in 1970, is located in the city of Augsburg in
Bavaria. The university consists of eight faculties, including Law, Humanities and Social
Sciences, and the Faculty of Business and Economics. Although the campus is not large, it

is quite beautiful when you take the time to explore. The tram station is conveniently




located right at the entrance of the university, and during class hours, trams run every 3-5

minutes, making transportation very convenient.

Course Experience

Among the courses | took, | highly recommend the German language course, "German,
partial completion of A1 CEFR: Four Skills." This course was held twice a week, with each
session lasting 1.5 hours. The instructor primarily used German, with some English
explanations. | vividly remember the first class when the teacher asked each of us to
introduce ourselves in German, including where we came from, where we lived, and our
major. For someone like me, with no background in German, this was quite challenging,
and | even considered dropping the course. However, | decided that since | was in
Germany, | should learn the language to better integrate into the local culture. So, | chose

to persevere.

Looking back at the end of the semester, | am grateful that | stuck with the course. The
teacher's method was engaging, and she was very diligent and caring. Besides covering
the course material, she often shared insights about German culture, customs, and
cuisine—things you can't find in a textbook. These additional lessons were invaluable in

helping me adjust to life in Germany.

Life Experience

During my time in Germany, | developed a valuable skill: comparison shopping. Germany
has many supermarkets, such as Aldi, Netto, Lidl, and Kaufland, each offering different
weekly deals. One of my favorite activities during my exchange was comparing prices.
There are two ways to do this: visiting different supermarkets in person or reviewing their
weekly flyers to see what will be on sale. The former is suitable for those with time to spare
and no prior preparation, while the latter is for those with limited time who have already
done their research. | often combined both methods, allowing me to get some exercise
while also discovering new products not highlighted in the flyers. Overall, comparison
shopping added a lot of fun to my exchange experience.

Key Benefits

1. Enhanced language skills in both English and German

2. Development of independence

3. Improved patience

4. Enhanced research skills, particularly in travel and daily life




Challenges and Cultural Adjustment

One of the challenges | faced was my first experience with a delayed Deutsche Bahn (DB)
ICE train. On my journey from Stuttgart to Augsburg, the train's delay grew from 15
minutes to an hour. Initially, | wasn't too concerned, but as the delay extended, | became
anxious. It was already past 9 PM, and no other fast or slow trains were available to return
to Augsburg. Fortunately, the train was only delayed and not canceled. During the wait, |
chatted with other passengers, which helped to calm my nerves. Eventually, | boarded the
ICE and got home safely. Since the delay was an hour long, | applied for compensation
from DB and successfully received it. This experience taught me the importance of
patience and adaptability when dealing with DB. It's crucial to stay informed about the

latest updates and be ready to adjust plans accordingly.

In terms of cultural shock, the biggest challenge | faced was adapting to different dietary
habits. | chose to approach this with respect and tolerance, which allowed me to get along

well with everyone.

Personal Growth

This exchange experience has significantly contributed to my personal growth, particularly
in terms of independence and adaptability. In Taiwan, help from family and friends is
always within reach, but abroad, | had to rely entirely on myself. This shift in mindset was an

essential training ground, teaching me to take responsibility for myself.

Final Thoughts

If you are on the fence about studying abroad, | strongly encourage you to take the leap if
your financial situation allows. This experience will undoubtedly provide you with unique
insights and rewards. For me and my friends who have gone on exchanges, it' s a decision
we do not regret—in fact, we' re grateful for the opportunity to experience life in another
country. If you' re considering where to go, | highly recommend the University of
Augsburg in Germany. The International Office is highly efficient, with quick responses to
emails and accessible support for any issues. The Buddy Program is also excellent, with
buddies who are eager to help with course selection or any other questions about life in
Germany. All in all, the University of Augsburg is an excellent choice.
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