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Studying at Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) was an eye-opening experience. | attended
Solvay Business School, located in the Solbosch campus near central Brussels. The school
offered English-taught courses and had a highly diverse student body, providing great
opportunities to interact with people from different cultures.
| took two courses: Project Management and Advanced Marketing. Project Management
was an intensive six-weekend course that emphasized interactive learning and real-world
applications, encouraging creative thinking and cross-cultural collaboration. Advanced
Marketing was divided into three sections: marketing theories, case study analysis based
on the professor’ s book Zoonotic and guest lectures. Though there was no attendance
requirement, the workload was substantial, and the final group project required working
closely with international teammates. These courses not only deepened my academic
knowledge but also improved my teamwork and problem-solving skills.
Adapting to life in Belgium came with challenges. The colder climate, unfamiliar food, and
slow administrative processes required patience. One of the biggest difficulties | faced was
dealing with an unreasonable landlord. The apartment lacked basic necessities, and the
landlords unfairly blamed tenants for high utility costs. When we decided to move, finding
short-term housing as non-EU students proved difficult, and even after relocating,




bureaucratic delays nearly led to visa issues. This experience, though stressful,
strengthened my problem-solving and negotiation skills.

Despite the hardships, my exchange helped me grow in many ways. | became more
independent, emotionally resilient, and adaptable. Cooking became a necessity due to
high food costs, and | learned to communicate across language barriers, using basic
French and non-verbal cues. Working on group projects with students from various
backgrounds improved my cross-cultural communication and teamwork.

Looking back, this exchange was a transformative experience. Traveling across Europe,
overcoming challenges, and learning to navigate life on my own made it an unforgettable
chapter in my life. While there were struggles, the lessons | gained were invaluable. | would
advise future exchange students to secure reliable housing in advance to avoid
unnecessary stress. Ultimately, | am grateful for this journey, as it broadened my

perspectives and enhanced my personal and academic growth.






