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Johannes Kepler University Linz (JKU) is a university located in Linz, Austria, where the official language is
German. Before the start of the semester, the school offers a two-week intensive German language training to
help students with everyday tasks like shopping and greetings. This pre-semester course is also a great
opportunity to meet exchange students from all over the world. JKU is very supportive of exchange students,
helping with academic issues, transportation, and campus life. If you encounter any problems, you can contact
your mentor or seek help in the exchange student group.

If you enjoy parties, the university hosts on-campus parties almost every week with different themes.
Information about these parties can be found in the campus or in the exchange student group. Security checks
student IDs at the entrance, and security personnel maintain order, so safety is not a concern as participants are
mainly students.

During my exchange period in Linz, | found that it was easy to make friends, and friendships formed quickly.
Casual conversations in class, attending parties together, or chatting in the communal kitchen were all enjoyable
and interesting experiences. Even if you haven't learned German before going to Austria, there's no need to worry.
Austrians have a high level of English proficiency, and it's usually not a problem to ask for help in English. They
are very willing to help, making Austria a warm and safe country. However, it’s important to note that
supermarkets in Austria typically close at 6 PM or 8 PM on weekdays, and they don't open on Sunday except at
the main train station (hbf). Therefore, it's a good habit to prepare your Sunday meals in advance during the week.

One thing | loved most about the exchange experience in Europe is the ease of having small talk. You might
start a conversation with the person next to you while waiting for a bus due to some unexpected situation on the
road. Discussions about where you come from, and cultural exchanges are often the main topics. Simple, stress-
free conversations are a delightful surprise | always look forward to when traveling to other countries. If you have
the chance to go on an exchange, | highly recommend experiencing it! There are significant differences in lifestyle,

diet, and interpersonal interactions between Europe and Asia. My advice is, if you decide to embark on this



exchange journey filled with the unknown, let go of any preconceptions and comparisons you have about Europe.
Open your mind to experience and appreciate the local culture. You might miss life in Taiwan, or you might fall in
love with the European pace of life. Each region naturally has cultural differences, and since we have traveled
over ten thousand kilometers to reach a completely new place, let's make the most of our exchange time and see
the world with an open heart.

Tips for heading to Linz: You can take the Austrian Federal Railways (OBB) from Vienna to Linz Hbf, which
takes about 1.5 hours. Then, transfer to tram line 1 or 2 (towards Universitat), and the final stop is Johannes
Kepler University Linz. (If you are starting from Vienna Airport, make sure to select “Flughafen Wien”as your

starting station, not Wien!)
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