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» School Introduction

Ghent University (Dutch: Universiteit Gent), referred to as UGhent, is Belgium's leading




comprehensive research university in academic rankings and one of the top 100
universities in the world. It is located in the Dutch-speaking city of Ghent in Belgium.

The school was founded in 1817 by King William I of the Netherlands. It is the first
university in Belgium to teach in Dutch. It was formerly known as the National University of
Ghent (Dutch: Rijksuniversiteit Gent) and was renamed the current Ghent University in
1991. Currently, Ghent University has 11 colleges and 117 departments, with
approximately 41,000 students, including approximately 4,150 international students, and
approximately 9,000 faculty and staff. The school has strong scientific research strength
and competitiveness in basic and applied research fields such as biotechnology, medicine,
fisheries, veterinary medicine, psychology, agriculture and forestry, and law.

Ghent University has multiple campuses, including the main campus in Ghent, the Kortrijk
campus, the Ostend Science Park and the global campus in South Korea. In the 2020
Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU), Ghent University ranked 66th in the
world and first in Belgium; in the 2017 Research Impact Ranking of Global Universities
(RRGU), it ranked 66th in the world. 53 people. As a world-class university, Ghent University
has cultivated many outstanding talents, including 4 Nobel Prize winners, multiple Belgian
Prime Ministers, the former President of the International Olympic Committee and the
Executive Director of the United Nations UNAIDS.

» About Courses

Due to the regulations of the exchange school, students need to take at least 24 credits, so

they took six courses. Here we introduce the three courses that require more attention (in




order of recommendation level from highest to lowest):

1. International and Cross-Cultural Marketing

Recommended to students who are interested in culture and marketing. The course
content combines theoretical models while also keep them interesting and closely related
to life. It helps students living in a multicultural environment understand different cultural
phenomena. It is a good choice for study marketing majors and understanding diverse
culture. There is fewer homework assignments compared to other courses, and the
content is easy to absorb. The final assignment is to write a plan for a cross-cultural
marketing strategy. This is a group assignment that need to discus and completed with
local students.

2.Business Skills

Highly recommended to students who are interested in management and leadership. The
professors are knowledgeable. The course content is interesting and practical. If you study
hard, you can gain a lot. There is no homework, only a final exam which is difficult.

3. Low Countries Studies

Recommended for students who want to have an in-depth understanding of countries
such as the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg(which together called low countries).
The course is targeted at these countries (mainly Belgium) and takes students based on
different themes (such as language, topography, art, culture, music, economy, race,
politics) Students get to know Belgium’ s different aspects and backgrounds. After each

class, students must write a report about their reflection and post it on the student




discussion board. Sometimes you can learn a lot just by reading other’ s reflections. You
will submit a final report and there will be no exams. It is a relatively easy and interesting
class.

» Life growth

I took a lot of time (and money) to travel during my exchanged time. I visited 10 countries
and 35 cities in total. Traveling taught me the following things:

1. Stay flexible

Among these trips, some are solo travel, some are with good friends, and some are with
travel companions found in clubs. Each mode of travel has different fun. You get to know
many different people and learn how to get along with them.

2. Embrace uncertainty

Every trip is like opening a surprising box. You never know who you will meet and whether
the accident will be a surprise or a shock. The only thing that can be certain during a trip is
the uncertainty of the trip. Things never go with the original plan, and there may not
always be good weather, friendly people, or delicious food during the journey. Let go of
your expectations, keep open-minded and drop prejudices can make a bumpy trip a fun
adventure.

3. Understand and respect

Avoid using your own country as a standard to measure and criticize other culture. This is a
very important mindset I learned during travel. Each country has different national

customs, living habits, and tolerance and openness. To understand and respect each




other's differences with heart is a better way to see the world.

» Specific benefits

O Understand different cultural customs

O Be respectful and open-minded

O Training foreign language skills

O Expand international horizons

O Experience the academic style of excellent European universities

» Reflection

I highly recommend fellow students to grab this exchange opportunity and scholarship to
go abroad and see how big the world is. Not only learning a lot from other countries, I also
have the chance to reflect on my our own country, and understand the root of my culture,
both the good aspects and the aspects that we can still improve. Although Taiwan is small
and has its own limitations, there are still many things we can be proud of. I wish I can grow
with Taiwan in the future, while staying connected to the world, learning from other

cultures humbly, and introduce Taiwan to more people.




