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Studying abroad at Technische Hochschule Ingolstadt (THI) has been a life-changing experience, filled with
valuable lessons, challenges, and remarkable growth. Located in Ingolstadt, a charming town in Bavaria,
Germany, THI offers an ideal environment for learning and exploration. Nestled between Munich and
Nuremberg and home to the Audi headquarters, the town is vibrant despite its small size, attracting a diverse
population. Though known as a business school, THI is renowned for its engineering programs, particularly in
automotive engineering and technology. The modern and expanding campus reflects its emphasis on innovation,
with displays of automotive models scattered throughout, inspiring students daily. The international atmosphere
at THI fosters cultural exchange, with classmates from various European countries, most of whom are proficient
in multiple languages, making communication seamless. Unlike traditional Asian education, THI’s interactive
teaching approach encourages active participation, with students eagerly engaging in discussions and debates.

This dynamic environment creates a stimulating and collaborative learning experience.

During my exchange program, I enrolled in two courses: Successful Negotiations in a Global World and

Successful Management in a Global World, taught by the same professor. While the course titles appear similar,



their focus differs significantly. The former emphasizes intercultural negotiation techniques, while the latter
explores organizational management across cultures. Through case studies, personal anecdotes from the
professor, and in-depth discussions, I gained insights into the complexities of managing cross-cultural teams. The
course culminated in group presentations, where my classmates shared unique perspectives, helping me
understand how to leverage cultural diversity to build inclusive and effective organizations. These lessons not

only enhanced my professional knowledge but also deepened my appreciation for cultural differences.

Living abroad taught me independence and adaptability. Engaging with exchange students from various
backgrounds allowed me to learn about their traditions while also reflecting on my own culture. Everyday tasks,
such as managing paperwork, planning itineraries, and handling delays, required careful organization and
problem-solving skills. For instance, navigating Germany’s famously unreliable train system often disrupted
travel plans, forcing me to think on my feet and adjust itineraries on the go. This unpredictability became an
integral part of my journey, teaching me resilience and the importance of embracing uncertainty. Traveling to
over 20 countries during my exchange period further broadened my horizons. Experiencing Swiss alpine beauty,
British fireworks, Icelandic wilderness, and Eastern European cuisine brought to life the landscapes and cultures

I had only read about, transforming them into vivid, unforgettable memories.

This exchange program has profoundly influenced my personal and professional development. The need to
independently handle various tasks has made me more self-reliant and confident. Living alone taught me to
enjoy solitude, slow down, and appreciate simple pleasures like a walk by the Danube. Time management
became essential as I balanced coursework with weekend adventures, and each journey honed my ability to adapt
to unexpected situations. However, the most significant transformation came from the global perspective I
gained. Witnessing the diversity of people, landscapes, and cultures sparked an insatiable curiosity and a desire
to explore more of the world. I now find myself eagerly anticipating the next journey and the lessons it will

bring.

I am immensely grateful to my home university for granting me this invaluable opportunity to study at THI and
immerse myself in German education and culture. This experience has not only enriched my academic
knowledge but also equipped me with a broader worldview and the courage to pursue my aspirations. For future
exchange students, I recommend embracing every challenge and seizing every opportunity to explore, learn, and
grow. Studying abroad is more than an academic endeavor—it is a transformative journey that shapes who you
are and who you aspire to become.
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