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Johannes Kepler Universitat Linz, or JKU for short, is a public university located in Linz, the

E\

third biggest city in Austria and the capital of Upper Austria. The university was named in
honor of astronomer Johannes Kepler. It not only has four main facilities for social sciences
(including economics and business), Engineering and Natural Sciences, Law, and Medicine,
but also five industrial style buildings that make up the Science Park area. Even today, there
are still some areas that are under construction, showcasing the infinite possibilities the

university has for its future.

This university is also the last station for Lines 1 and 2 of the Linz AG Tram. Taking the train
of Austria (OBB) from Vienna Airport Station (Flughafen Wien) to Linz Main Station (Linz
Hauptbahnhof) takes about one to two hours, while taking the tram from the main station
to the university takes about half an hour. The second-to last-station (Schumpeterstral3e) is
the closest station to their dorms for many exchange students (like STUWO, Julius Raab

Heim, etc).

Also, the student union of the university (the Erasmus Student Network Group, ESN for
short, also called REFI Linz in JKU) is very warm-hearted. They not only give exchange
students advice and recommendations of living in Austria, but also host events with the
university (like an exchange student welcome party, Christmas advent markets, campus
and city tours, etc) to help exchange students be familiar with the environment and

interact with each other, thus becoming friends in the process.

An exchange student in JKU only needs to select 20 ECTS worth of courses. If you also
participate in the German course and the cultural course before the semester starts
(Cultural Sensitivity Training), you can get a total of 5 ECTS , and they can be used to
substitute some of the 20 ECTS needed as an exchange student.

For me, besides the cultural course, | also selected three courses that are all 6 ECTS. They
are Creating Strategic Advantages, Organization and Entrepreneurship. Amongst these
courses, | recommend Entrepreneurship the most. This course builds upon basic
entrepreneurship knowledge and allows students to analyze not only different approaches,




but also different types of entrepreneurship using various tools. Professor Elisabeth Berger
also encourages students a lot to express their thoughts and respects every opinion. There
will be a workshop during the middle of the semester, which requires working with other
exchange students as a group to come up with the solution of a problem (the topic or
exercise is given by the professor). In the end, each team gathers what they came up with
to create an elevator pitch (maximum three minutes) and share it with other groups. | think
the workshop is very enjoyable, especially the step where we have to make a prototype of
our solution out of LEGO bricks. The last session of the course even invited an entrepreneur
as a guest speaker to share his experiences in this field, including their methods of facing
failure and hardships before they succeed, which is very inspirational. Besides needing to
review the course content for multi-choice questions of the midterm exam and preparing a
reflective essay at the end of the semester, it is an interesting course that allows students to
learn a lot without feeling too stressed out.

The dorm | live in (Julius Raab Heim) has its own fitness room and sports hall, allowing me
to either train my body outside of classes or play volleyball with other exchange students. |
am also a massive foodie. When | have no classes on weekdays, | will go to WinklerMarkt (a
supermarket) near the dorm to buy ingredients and cook recipes that | am interested in as
dinner for the day (like Carbonara, Thai Red/Green Curry, etc). On weekends, | will go out to
search for various kinds of delicious food that is not available in Taiwan. Out of all the food
adventures | have done, the one that amazed me the most was the Urfahranermarkt, a
festival near the RudolfstraBBe tram station that only happens twice a year. To me, it is like a
combination of a small Oktoberfest, an amusement park and a Taiwanese night market.
With vendors serving food from around the world, various rides and lively bright colors to
top it all off, it is just a colorful food paradise. Besides this, since | was an exchange student
during winter, | was very lucky to be able to celebrate my first, “true” Christmas in Austria
and visit the advent markets in Linz, Vienna and Salzburg. With a cup or two of mulled wine

(Gluhwein) or hot apple cider (Glihmost), the festive atmosphere is absolutely astonishing.

JKU also hosts events from time to time. For instance, November is their Cultural Month,
and they pick five specific museums for exchange students to visit for free (by showing the
ticket counter your JKU Student ID, which works only once per museum). Additionally, | did
participate in the one-day trip to Salzburg hosted by Paul, the president of the Student
Union that semester. This trip not only allows me to understand more about the unique
history and culture of this city, but also gives me the opportunity to interact and chat with
other exchange students. Overall, the trip was really fun, and | learned a lot.




Specific benefits during this exchange program/experience include:

1. Improving my cooking skills

2. Strengthening my foreign language skills

3. Understanding the culture of different countries, expanding world perspectives and
international vision

4. Meeting new friends from around the world, expanding my social network

5. Training my planning and scheduling abilities

To summarize, as my first time going abroad to a country that is far away from home for
my exchange program, | honestly felt nervous and did not know what Austria had in store
for me. However, from the Cultural Sensitivity Training course, everyone | met in the
Erasmus group, and me exploring Austria through my own eyes, each experience and
adventure | had far exceeded my expectations. Overall, | have learned a lot during my

time here, and as a result, | am quite satisfied.

While it is true that | felt a bit sad during my last few days in Austria when it was time for
me to return to Taiwan and saying goodbye to this beautiful country, I still would like to
genuinely thank it for everything that made my time here this enjoyable. While | am not
sure if | will come back to Austria one day in the future or not, whether as a business trip
or just as a tourist, | do know that | will remember and cherish all the wonderful memories

| made there, for many years to come.




