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Reflecting on my exchange program at Burgundy School of Business in Dijon, France has
been an enriching experience beyond measure. Situated in a city renowned for its wine
courses and rich cultural heritage, the school provided a vibrant international
environment where | forged friendships with peers from around the globe. Collaborating
with them in classes was not only educational but also incredibly enjoyable, fostering a

deeper understanding of intercultural communication.

While I didn't enroll in wine-related courses myself, | was fortunate to befriend students




who did. Through them, | delved into the intricate world of wine, learning about its
nuances in tasting, ingredients, and cultural significance. This exposure broadened my

horizons and added a new dimension to my culinary appreciation.

During my exchange period, | experienced personal growth on several fronts. Firstly, my
English proficiency improved significantly from constant immersion in an
English-speaking environment. Daily interactions with individuals from diverse
backgrounds enhanced not only my language skills but also my ability to understand
different accents and dialects. Secondly, navigating cultural differences taught me
invaluable lessons in communication and collaboration, skills that are indispensable in

today's interconnected world.

Moreover, living in France allowed me to immerse myself in the country's rich cultural
tapestry. From learning the nuances of French etiquette, such as making eye contact
during toasts, to savoring local cuisine and exploring historical landmarks, every

experience enriched my understanding of French culture.

Beyond academics and cultural immersion, the exchange program afforded me the
opportunity to fulfill a lifelong dream of extensive travel. During free periods in the
semester, | embarked on adventures across sixteen countries in Europe. These travels not
only allowed me to witness breathtaking landscapes and iconic landmarks but also

exposed me to diverse perspectives and lifestyles.

It s amazing for a normal person like me to have such a chance to live in France and
travel around Europe. | would say it" s a life-changing experience, and I’ m really

thankful for OIA and people in charge.




