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Korea's Chung-Ang University (CAU) is a university with a long history and an excellent academic
reputation, attracting many international students for exchange programs. CAU offers a diverse range of
courses, particularly in the fields of arts, business, and technology. You can choose courses related to your
major or try out new fields. Since I had already met my graduation credits, my main goal was to learn
Korean. I enrolled in two Korean language courses. Most professors are very professional and
experienced, and they are very friendly to international students. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate
to ask them, as they are very willing to help. However, learning some basic Korean would greatly enhance
daily life and study experience, which is something I should have been more aware of before the exchange.

The university offers various accommodation options, including on-campus dormitories and off-campus
apartments. On-campus dormitories are usually more convenient, but you need to apply early. There are
several restaurants and cafes on campus, offering a variety of Korean and international cuisines. There are
also many eateries off-campus to explore. Joining student clubs is a great way to make friends and learn
about Korean culture. CAU has various interest groups and student organizations. Participating in cultural
activities organized by the school, such as traditional Korean dance, concerts, and festivals, can give you a
deeper understanding of Korean culture. Use weekends and holidays to explore the sights and attractions in
Seoul and surrounding areas, such as Gyeongbokgung Palace, Namsan Tower, and Insadong.

During the exchange period, keep an open mind and be willing to try new things, which will greatly enrich
your experience. Manage your time well to balance academic and social activities. Interact more with local
students and other international students to build a network of friends. This not only helps with language
learning but also helps you adapt to the new environment faster.

These four short months of exchange were the happiest and most memorable times of my life. It was the
least number of credits I have taken in over three years. Korean professors were not as old-fashioned as I
had imagined; instead, they had good interactions with students. In Korean universities, attendance is taken
in every class, and there are usually weekly assignments or quizzes. This is the biggest difference I
experienced between Korean universities and my time at Sun Yat-sen University.

As for the dormitory, I found the price reasonable as the facilities were new and clean. However, there
were often broadcasts or dormitory inspections. The school is very strict about maintaining the
dormitories, which is another aspect you need to adapt to. Going to Korea, you can't help but get into the
K-pop culture. On the journey of following idols, I received help from many people, which taught me to
help others whenever possible and pass on this warmth. Being an exchange student allowed me to
experience many things I had never experienced in Taiwan, and it further confirmed my determination to
spend my future in Korea. Thank you to all the friends I met and the strangers who helped me along the
way.



