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EMLYON Business School has multiple campuses, and the one I attend is located in Lyon. The campus is
somewhat remote, but accessible by subway and bus. I've heard that there are preparations underway for a
campus in the city center of Lyon, and it might be ready in the coming years. The campus has a diverse
population of exchange students, making it easy to get timely assistance, and the staff is very friendly.
Additionally, there are numerous on-campus activities, parties, and clubs, making it easy to meet people.

The range of courses offered is diverse and interesting, including topics like brand management,
sustainable business, leadership, etc. These are subjects not commonly studied in Taiwan. However, the
overall course load is not light, as each course concludes in just eight weeks. One downside is that there
are some shortcomings in administration and the system, affecting efficiency and the course selection
process. This can lead to challenges in enrolling in desired courses, but it seems like efficiency issues are a
common problem across Europe.

I find the Digital Marketing course quite fascinating. The overall curriculum has provided me with a basic
understanding of digital marketing, covering areas such as advertising, management, and marketing. The
professor has also invited two industry professionals to give lectures, providing valuable insights. It has
been a beneficial experience for me.

Living alone in Lyon has taught me a lot, especially in terms of handling various matters, adaptability, and
crisis management. These are challenges I encounter less frequently in Taiwan because Taiwan is
incredibly convenient. Almost everything can be quickly and easily resolved, and there are usually no
language barriers. However, in France, it's a completely different story. Most tasks require a significant
amount of time and effort because the efficiency and convenience are considerably lower compared to
Taiwan. Sometimes, appointments need to be scheduled in advance, and not everything can be resolved
immediately. Therefore, here, I try to ensure that everything is well-planned, prepared for in advance, and
preventive measures are taken to address issues in a comprehensive manner.

These are the areas where [ have grown the most during my time here:

1. Independence: I have developed a strong sense of independence and self-reliance.

2. Language Proficiency: My language skills have improved significantly, dealing with the challenges of a
different language environment.

3. Crisis Awareness: I have become more aware and adept at handling unexpected challenges and crises.
4. Adaptability: My ability to adapt to unforeseen circumstances has improved.

5. Critical Thinking: I've honed my skills in thinking from multiple perspectives and critically evaluating
situations.

6. Global Perspective: My outlook and thinking have become more global, considering a broader
perspective in my decisions and actions.

In life, I haven't encountered too many unpleasant things; most issues arise from cultural differences.
However, as long as I observe and inquire more, they are usually easily resolved. One unforgettable
incident during my entire exchange experience was missing a flight. Not only did I have no place to stay,
but my subsequent itinerary and accommodations were also arranged. This left me feeling completely at a
loss. After a period of negativity, I reopened my computer and began planning and making arrangements to
minimize all losses. This experience taught me to consider contingency plans in any future endeavors,
allowing me ample time for execution.

Apart from the shock of Europeans using boiling water to cook rice, another significant difference is the
emphasis on efficiency. Europeans value work-life balance, and they don't appreciate sudden changes.
Many things require advance application, reservation, and notification of needs. The subsequent
processing also takes a considerable amount of time. For example, opening a bank account involves



scheduling an appointment with the bank if it's not done during a school event. When you don't speak
fluent French, these tasks become more challenging. Even if you open an account through the school, the
entire process is lengthy. There are often letters to confirm, back-and-forth communications that consume a
lot of time. Personally, it took me about a month to complete the account opening process. The issues don't
end there; many of my classmates didn't even receive confirmation letters and had to communicate with
the bank themselves. Therefore, in handling anything, I always make sure to process things in advance,
plan ahead, and try not to let things become too urgent, as many tasks cannot be resolved quickly.

Last bu not the least, coming to a foreign place truly allows for tremendous learning, and one's perspective
becomes much broader. Although there may be a lot of anxiety and uncertainty before the journey, upon
arrival, many of the perceived problems turn out to be not as challenging as anticipated. It's often a case of
overthinking. Even if issues arise, the internet, particularly Google, can be a valuable resource, and people
in Facebook groups are usually more than willing to provide assistance. In the end, if there aren't too many
difficulties, it's best to leave worries behind and just go for it!



