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School Introduction: The University of Mannheim is located in Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany, situated in
Mannheim Palace. Mannheim is a sizable city and a key transportation hub in Germany, closely connected
to Frankfurt. The ICE express train takes only 30 minutes to reach Frankfurt Airport. The university,
renowned for its business school, especially in the fields of economics and management, is considered
Germany's top business school and ranks among the top ten in Europe, often referred to as the "German
Harvard."

Learning courses:

Introduction to Entrepreneurship: This course combines lectures and practical exercises, meeting once a
week with bi-weekly group case presentations. The cases progressively increase in difficulty, aligning with
the course content. Students are encouraged to apply theoretical frameworks and models learned in class to
analyze case studies. The final exam covers scholarly theories, calculations, and presentations, providing a
comprehensive understanding of entrepreneurship. Moreover, this course seamlessly transitions into the
following semester's practical entrepreneurship-focused coursework, making it highly recommended for
those interested in entrepreneurship.

Case Studies in Operations Management: This course involves analyzing and making decisions based on
case studies, requiring the application of economic and mathematical models, often utilizing tools like
Excel or Python. Students take on the role of decision-makers, addressing organizational challenges
stemming from operational issues or the need to develop strategic decisions related to the market, such as
revenue management, pricing, or product design. Through case studies across various industries, students
become familiar with models and software tools, enhancing their ability to analyze company situations and
formulate data-driven strategies.

Life Learning During Study Abroad (Extracurricular): Improvement in Culinary Skills: Due to the distance
from the city center and limited nearby restaurants, the need to save money led to developing cooking
skills. Over six months, significant progress was made in culinary abilities, not only providing a sense of
achievement but also fostering friendships through shared kitchen experiences.

Transportation and Daily Life:

1. Pedestrian: Pedestrians take precedence on German streets, even to the extent of cars slowing down
when pedestrians are approaching or waiting to cross, contributing to a safe traffic environment.

2. Public Transportation: Despite the perception of Germans being punctual, various modes of
transportation, including buses, trams, and trains, may not always adhere to schedules. Delays of ten to
fifteen minutes are considered fortunate, while delays exceeding an hour or outright cancellations are not
uncommon, challenging initial expectations.

Specific Benefits of Study Abroad:

1. Language Proficiency: Participation in a German language course before the semester enhanced
language skills. Interaction with exchange students from various countries facilitated learning Italian,
Spanish, and other languages.

2. Professional Knowledge Enhancement: Courses in the school's curriculum deepened knowledge in
management-related areas and introduced new analytical tools, aiding in the analysis of diverse strategies.
3. Expanded Social Network: Participation in various activities such as VISUM events, group projects,
sports, and interactions with exchange students in dorms led to the formation of lasting friendships and
provided a support network for challenges and travel adventures.

4. European Travel Experiences: The central location of Germany allowed for easy travel to eight
different countries, including the Czech Republic, Austria, Hungary, France, Switzerland, the Netherlands,
Belgium, and Spain, exposing the student to diverse cultural experiences.

Challenges Faced and Solutions: Encountering difficulties in course selection due to the difference



between exchange school and expected course offerings led to choosing less preferred courses. Despite
attempting to audit desired courses, some professors did not permit auditing. Future students selecting this
exchange school should pay careful attention to credit transfer issues.

Cultural Impact and Adaptation: Adapting to the cultural practice of stores closing early, especially on
Sundays, required adjusting shopping habits and planning purchases in advance.

Personal Growth and Reflections: The experience abroad facilitated personal growth by expanding social
circles, enhancing professional skills, and tackling challenges. It cultivated openness towards diverse
cultures and broadened perspectives. The exposure to different lifestyles and the ability to adapt to
unexpected situations contributed significantly to overall personal development.

Importance of Scholarship: The scholarship provided financial ease, enabling exploration of other
countries alongside academic commitments and broadening international perspectives.

Final Thoughts: The overseas study experience at the University of Mannheim was transformative. It not
only enriched academic knowledge and professional skills but also fostered personal growth and
adaptability, laying a solid foundation for future endeavors and creating enduring memories of a
remarkable journey.



