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EDHEC Business School, established in 1906, is a vibrant and internationally connected institution with over a
century of history. As a member of the elite "Grandes Ecoles" system in France, EDHEC enjoys a strong
reputation in Europe and among industry leaders. It is one of the few business schools globally to hold the
prestigious triple accreditation from EQUIS, AACSB, and AMBA, making it a top-tier institution. It ranks
among the top 20 business schools worldwide and third in France.

EDHEC has campuses in five locations: Lille, Nice, Paris, London, and Singapore. Exchange students can
choose between the Lille and Nice campuses. Lille, in northern France, focuses on management and marketing



courses, while the Nice campus in the south is known for its finance programs. | opted for a spring exchange at
the Lille campus.

Before arriving in Europe, EDHEC sends course selection information via email, allowing students to choose
their courses online. After selecting courses, students must get approval from their home university by sending
the course list for a stamp, and then send it back to EDHEC. Exchange students must enroll in a minimum of 20
ECTS credits.

During my exchange, my favorite class was French. On the first day, we took a placement test to determine our
proficiency level, followed by a brief conversation with the instructors about our preferences. The levels were
Beginner, Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced. Despite studying French for over a year in Taiwan, my
listening and speaking skills were weak, so | was placed in Elementary. The course was taught entirely in French,
which was challenging as | could understand only a fraction of what was said. However, the content was familiar,
making it manageable. I highly recommend exchange students to take French classes, as the vocabulary and
phrases learned in class are incredibly useful in daily life.

Lille's campus is conveniently located an hour by train from Paris, making travel to many countries easy. From
Lille Europe, you can take the Eurostar directly to the UK or catch trains and buses to other French cities and
neighboring countries. Additionally, Lille is close to Belgium, making it easy to fly from Charleroi Airport
(CRL), a hub for low-cost airlines with frequent cheap flights to other European destinations. This makes Lille
an excellent choice for students who love to travel.

For banking, | recommend setting up an online account with Revolut before arriving in Europe. This can be done
in Taiwan and allows for easy, fee-free money transfers with friends and seamless currency exchange.

While there are concerns about safety in Europe, and | heard stories of friends being pickpocketed or robbed, I
was fortunate to avoid such incidents during my five-month stay. By being a bit more cautious than I would be in
Taiwan, | found it quite manageable. The cultural adjustment was significant at first, with long walks to
supermarkets and no scooters for convenience, but | gradually adapted. Eating out in Europe is expensive, so
most students cook for themselves, and | developed quite a knack for cooking, despite rarely doing so in Taiwan.

The most significant personal growth | experienced was in self-management. From handling visas and flights to
resolving various issues during the exchange, | developed resilience and problem-solving skills. The tangible
benefits of my exchange include improved language proficiency, enhanced cross-cultural communication skills,
better planning and adaptability, and a deeper understanding of different cultures and histories.

The highlight of my exchange was visiting 19 countries in five months. Europe's affordable transportation made
it possible to explore extensively. Living, studying, and traveling in Europe without the pressures of
post-graduation life was a unique opportunity. This experience expanded my horizons far beyond classroom
learning, offering a profound understanding of the world and myself. This experience was truly invaluable.



