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The University of Hradec Kralové is located in the northeast of the Czech Republic, approximately two
hours by car from the capital, Prague. The main modes of transportation to and from the university are
trains and buses.

Univerzita Hradec Kralové offers various departments, each with its own set of classrooms. I am enrolled
in the Faculty of Informatics and Management (FIM), where classrooms and exchange program
coordinators are situated in Building J. Additionally, the main building, Building A, serves as a central
space for FIM students' activities.

Before the semester starts, the exchange program coordinator, Eva, organizes a visit for exchange students
to the university, providing essential information. On that day, you will also receive an ISIC student card.
The course selection process involves preliminary selection through LA before arriving in the Czech
Republic. After the semester begins, you can attend classes and finalize your course selection by
confirming with Eva within the specified deadline. FIM offers a variety of courses in English,
management, and business, along with diverse sports options like skiing, rock climbing, and TRX.

The university campus provides facilities such as student cafeterias, photocopiers, vending machines, and
coffee makers, with the first two accepting payments through the student card. Nearby, Cross Cafe and the
library are popular spots, offering convenient access to the city center.

During this semester, I took a language course, two professional courses (Practice in English, Business
English, and Marketing), and two sports courses (Skiing and TRX). I enjoyed each class, especially
Practice in English, which provided a relaxed environment for weekly conversation practice, fostering
cultural exchange with local Czech students. Business English covered fixed weekly topics, including case
studies, and concluded with a final exam incorporating formal business letter writing. Marketing was a
favorite, emphasizing practicality and critical thinking. Six reports and a final exam, scheduled
individually with the teacher, were required throughout the semester.

The Skiing course at UHK is highly sought after, with priority given to FIM exchange students. The four-
day skiing course in December provided an intensive learning experience, progressing from basic
movements to advanced slopes, ensuring a fulfilling and adventurous experience. Additionally, the
university organized various activities, making it a must-have winter exchange course.

TRX, a weekly class with ten sessions per semester, provided professional guidance for gradually
familiarizing oneself with TRX movements. It significantly improved core stability over the semester, and
the enthusiastic and energetic teacher made it a weekly highlight.

Living in Hradec Kralove is convenient, with a well-established bus system that solves most commuting
issues. Although there might be a longer wait for fixed buses when returning late from trips to other
countries, most of the time, transportation is reliable. The bus ride from the dormitory to FIM takes
approximately 15 minutes.

Dormitories offer various room configurations, and Eva assists in arranging roommates based on
preferences. I was fortunate to have great roommates, making my six months abroad feel like home.
Communication before departure allowed for specific living arrangements, enhancing the overall exchange
experience. The dormitory's proximity to large supermarkets like Albert, Billa, Lidl, and the Futurum
shopping mall further contributes to the convenience of daily life.

Arriving in Europe for the first time alone was initially nerve-wracking, but within about a week, I



gradually adapted to life in Hradec Kralove. The town's comfortable environment, convenient lifestyle,
and good safety conditions quickly made me fall in love with it. Despite the relatively low English
proficiency among Czech people, the unique experience of communicating with people from different
language backgrounds was special. For instance, getting a haircut in the Czech Republic involved using
photos, translation, and body language due to the hairdresser's lack of English proficiency. The common
thread in both experiences was the universal language of smiles, fostering a sense of affirmation and
reassurance.

Being selected for my first-choice exchange destination at UHK through the application process was
incredibly fortunate. I genuinely believe that the Czech Republic is a fantastic and suitable country for
exchange. The comfortable pace of life, convenient amenities, wonderful landmarks, and the rich, enduring
history make it a memorable experience. For solo travelers going abroad, the sense of security in the Czech
Republic is crucial. Compared to other European countries like Paris, Berlin, the UK, Italy, and Greece,
each return to the Czech Republic brought a reassuring feeling. However, it is essential to stay vigilant, be
aware of surroundings, and keep an eye on personal belongings.

Studying at UHK introduced me to a different foreign teaching environment, marking my first experience
in an all-English learning environment. The presence of Czech and other exchange students in class
allowed for valuable sharing of perspectives, national cultures, and business opportunities.

Lastly, the geographical location of the Czech Republic, situated at the heart of Europe, makes traveling to
various European countries extremely convenient. If exploring Europe is one of your exchange goals, then
the Czech Republic is indeed an excellent choice!



