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Pazmany Péter Catholic University (PPCU) (Hungarian: Pazmany Péter Katolikus Egyetem,
PPKE) is a private university located in Budapest and its surrounding areas. Founded in
1635 and named after archbishop Péter Pazmany, the university was officially recognized in
1933. PPCU has campuses in two cities: Budapest and Esztergom. It consists of several
faculties, including the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, the Faculty of Law and
Political Sciences, the Faculty of Information Technology and Bionics, the Faculty of
Theology, and the Canon Law Institute. The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
offered the exchange program | participated in. PPCU has been recognized as one of the
most active participants in the Erasmus program, which also provided the scholarship |

received for this exchange.

During my exchange, | took three courses: Hungarian Language for Beginners 1,
Hungarian Drama and Theatre History, and Sustainable Development. Hungarian language
for Beginners 1 covered basic vocabulary and daily conversations, using interactive
exercises and games to enhance learning. Grading was based on assignments, tests, and
attendance. Although the course was challenging, the tests and assignments were
relatively simple. Hungarian Drama and Theater History introduced Hungarian drama and
theater, including role readings and film screenings. Two theater visits were arranged
during the semester, and students were required to submit a 3-5-page theatre review
essay at the end of the term. Sustainable Development is primarily lecture-based, and
there are two tests and one presentation during the semester. Each student selected a

topic related to sustainable development and delivered a 20-30-minute presentation.

Hungary has a lower cost of living compared to other European countries, but dining out is
still more expensive than in Taiwan. Supermarket prices are similar to those in Taiwan, so

making home-cooked meals is a more cost-effective option.

In terms of clothing, September in Hungary is cool, and a short-sleeved shirt with a light
jacket is sufficient. The temperature drops in October, and by November, a thick coat is
necessary. During winter, there is occasional snowfall, so snow boots are recommended to

stay warm and prevent slipping.

Most exchange students find accommodation through Facebook groups, with rent in




Budapest ranging from NT$10,000 to NT$25,000 per month. Budapest has an efficient
public transportation system, including trams, buses, metros, and trains, many of which
operate until late at night. | highly recommend purchasing the Hungary Pass by student
discount, which offers affordable and convenient transportation ticket prices.

At PPCU, the student ID card is issued on an A4 sheet of paper, which may not always be
recognized. If this is a concern, | recommend applying for an International Student Identity
Card (ISIC) as a backup.

Budapest has a vibrant nightlife and generally good public security, but staying cautious is
always advisable. | highly recommend joining the Erasmus Life in Budapest Facebook
group, which organizes various exchange student events and international trips. This is a
great way to meet new friends and experience European culture.

The Hungarian currency is the Forint (HUF), but most stores accept credit cards.
Additionally, I was fortunate to receive the Erasmus+ scholarship, a program signed by the
European Union and PPCU, which provided a monthly stipend of €1,100.

Looking back on this exchange experience, | am incredibly grateful for the decision to step
out of my comfort zone, as well as for the support of my family and friends. | have
benefited greatly from the exchange—I've broadened my global perspective, improved my
English, honed my cooking skills, learned to be alone, developed crisis management

abilities, and gained skills in planning international trips.

Most importantly, after exploring a wider world, | hope not to become complacent, but
rather to appreciate different cultures, bring back valuable aspects of foreign lifestyles to
Taiwan, and introduce Taiwan to the world. | hope that one day, when | tell people I'm from
Taiwan, they won't respond with confusion, but instead, with excitement and sharing

memories of visiting Taiwan.
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