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University of Fukui 1s a prestigious national university located in the Hokuriku region of Japan. The university 1s
primarily divided into the Bunkyo and Matsuoka campuses. As an exchange student, most of my daily life and
academic activities were centered at the Bunkyo Campus. Many exchange students specialize in Global and
Community Studies. Although the choice of faculty does not drastically change one’ s daily routine, the university
requires students to take at least one specialized course within their own department.

Academic life at Fukui 1s both structured and flexible. Before arriving, I took an online Japanese placement test and
was placed into the Level 2 program. This level offers a comprehensive core course alongside elective modules
focused on listening, speaking, reading, and writing. I initially chose to take all four elective modules to improve my
language skills as quickly as possible. However, I soon realized that the workload was quite intense. I would
recommend future students to selectively choose modules based on their interests rather than feeling pressured to take
everything. I also took a TOEIC preparation course; while the content was a bit dry, the mstructor was very kind and
flexible, making it a good choice for those looking to earn credits in a more relaxed environment. The highlight of my
academic experience was definitely the "Traditional Industry" course. It involved field trips on Friday afternoons to
local sites where we participated in hands-on activities like making Echizen knives, pottery, and Soba noodles. It was
the best way to bond with other international students and gain a deep appreciation for the local craftsmanship of
Fukui.

Living in Fukui offered a unique blend of cultural exchange and personal growth. The Global Hub on the first floor of
the international building was the heart of our social life, hosting events for Halloween and Christmas. I lived in the
Foreign Student House, which provided the largest living space among the three dormitories, though it 1s an older
building without an elevator. For meals, I often ate at the university cafeteria for lunch. Although it is more expensive
than school lunches in Taiwan—averaging about 600 to 700 yen—the quality 1s excellent. For dinner, I usually
cooked for myself. There are two main supermarkets nearby: Curusa and Genky. Curusa is closer to the dorms but a
bit pricier, while Genky is more affordable but has a more limited selection of fresh produce. Regarding the weather,
since [ arrived in the fall, I experienced the transition from light clothing in October to heavy winter gear by
December. Fukui 1s a true "snow country," and witnessing the heavy snow in January and February was
unforgettable. I found that buying winter clothes and snow boots locally in Japan was much more convenient than
bringing them from home.

My time in Japan was not without its challenges. I encountered technical difficulties with the campus Wi-Fi blocking
VPNs, which was a hurdle for my research. I had to troubleshoot this myself and learned the importance of having
multiple backup connection methods. More significantly, I caught the flu during a particularly cold spell and suffered
a high fever. I was incredibly grateful for the International Affairs Division staff, who personally accompanied me to
the doctor. Having someone who could communicate fluently in Japanese during a medical emergency was a huge
relief. This taught me that when facing difficulties abroad, one should never be too shy to ask for help; the university
staff are there to support you.

Ultimately, this exchange program was a journey of self-discovery. Beyond the academic knowledge, I learned how
to cook, how to enjoy my own company, and how to find friends who truly resonate with my personality. While
many international students enjoyed constant partying, I learned to follow my own pace and embrace solo travel.
Traveling alone across Japan felt very safe and allowed me to meet fascinating people, such as a local woman I met at




a hostel who eventually became a close friend. Fukui may not be a bustling metropolis filled with shopping malls, but
its traditional charm and seasonal beauty made for a deeply fulfilling experience. I realized that instead of rushing to
visit every prefecture, staying local and truly engaging with the community 1s the most rewarding way to spend a
semester abroad.




