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Located in Nishihara, Okinawa, the University of the Ryukyus is the only national university
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in the Okinawa. It is a comprehensive university with a sprawling campus and a large
student body, offering a wide range of departments including humanities, education,
business, science, agriculture, and medicine. The campus features a museum that
preserves historical artifacts and offers unique scenery. Most of the students are residents
of Okinawa.

During my exchange, | completed a total of fourteen credits across six courses: Okinawan
Culture, Japanese Culture, Listening, Japanese Writing, Business Japanese, and Grammar
(the name of the course is “Japanese” ). The Okinawan Culture course was unique as it
introduced many traditional local customs. Among all my classes, | highly recommend the

Listening course. It involved watching and listening to videos, which made the learning




process relaxed yet very productive.

In terms of daily life, | frequently went to the supermarket to buy ingredients and cook for
myself because eating out was relatively expensive and often lacked enough vegetables. |
usually reserved dining out for the weekends to enjoy local specialties like Okinawa soba
and taco rice, which are both affordable and delicious. Additionally, since public
transportation in Okinawa is not very convenient, | rented a car. Driving provided me with
many unique experiences, such as trying out Japanese drive-throughs.

| also learned a great deal from extracurricular activities. The university assigned me a tutor,
and through our interactions, | discovered many cultural differences between Taiwan and
Japan. | alsojoined the university's wind band, which allowed me to socialize with Japanese
peers and better understand their campus culture. Regarding international student
activities, there is a student organization called GCC (Global Commons Concierge) that
hosts numerous events for both exchange and local students, such as the Welcome Party,
Halloween, and Christmas events. They even organize Chinese-Japanese exchange
activities. For example, | participated in a dumpling-making event where GCC members
led us in preparing the filling, cooking, and eating together. It was a fantastic way to
experience food culture while making new friends. Furthermore, | traveled to other regions
of Japan. Since Okinawa is warm year-round with indistinct seasons, visiting places with
four distinct seasons allowed me to see beautiful autumn leaves and snow.

My greatest growth from this program was becoming much more confident in speaking
Japanese. My conversations are now smoother, which met the expectations | set for myself.
My practical life skills, such as cooking and driving, also improved much more than if | had
stayed in Taiwan. Facing unexpected situations alone, without immediate help from family
or friends, greatly enhanced my problem-solving skills and made me more independent.
In six months, | learned so much, not just in terms of knowledge but growing in every
aspect of my life. This experience made me feel that going on an exchange is truly
worthwhile. | believe Okinawa is an excellent place to live, with its warm climate, delicious
food, and friendly people. If you prefer a relaxed suburban lifestyle over a busy

metropolitan city, Okinawa is a place worth living in.




