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Going on an exchange was definitely one of the most meaningful experiences in my life. I studied at the Université
libre de Bruxelles (ULB), located in the French-speaking region of Belgium near the city center of Brussels. |
attended the Solvay Brussels School of Economics and Management, a prestigious European business school that
emphasizes the integration of theory and practice while cultivating innovation and decision-making skills. The
school offered many English-taught courses and welcomed exchange students from around the world, creating a
diverse and international learning environment. My campus, Solbosch, was safe and conveniently located, with

easy access to public transportation and a train station within walking distance.

Regarding courses, I took two courses during this semester. Project Management was an intensive course with
six four-hour sessions. The professor had extensive practical experience and provided detailed lecture materials.
Each class combined structured teaching with case discussions, allowing students to apply theoretical knowledge
to real situations. The course was graded based on attendance and a final group project, with no written exam.
Working with teammates from Taiwan and Japan allowed for smooth communication and mutual respect. In
contrast, Strategy and Strategic Analysis required weekly attendance and followed a more traditional format. The
professor introduced various case studies and encouraged group discussions and presentations. Guest speakers
from well-known local companies were invited to share real-world industry insights at the end of the semester.
The course grade was mainly based on a final group written report. Since attendance was not taken, strong self-

discipline was essential. The grading was relatively strict, requiring greater effort and deeper critical thinking.

Beyond academics, finding accommodation was one of my biggest challenges. As the university did not provide
dormitories, I had to find housing independently. I began searching six months before departure, yet options were

limited due to the short six-month lease. I experienced setbacks, including landlords withdrawing after signing




contracts or suddenly stopping communication. Each time, I had to restart the process, which was mentally
exhausting. Eventually, I was lucky to take over an apartment with a reasonable rent from a previous exchange

student.

However, I have learned a lot during the time of exchange. Living abroad for the first time tested my problem-
solving skills. Shortly after arrival, I discovered that the heating system was not functioning. Due to language
barriers and communication difficulties with the landlord, the issue took multiple repair attempts to resolve. At
one point, I even bought an extra blanket to stay warm. Eventually, my roommate and I examined the system
ourselves and reported the issue clearly. This experience taught me patience, resilience, and proactive problem-

solving.

Additionally, managing daily life independently also strengthened my practical skills. Cooking became essential
to control expenses. Although I was familiar with cooking, maintaining a balanced and varied diet required
learning new recipes and exploring different supermarkets. Purchasing ingredients at local shops was initially
unfamiliar to me; however, after several grocery trips, I gradually became more confident in selecting the right

quantities.

To sum up, this exchange felt like pressing the pause button on my busy life. It allowed me to step outside my
comfort zone and experience a completely different environment. While traveling different countries in Europe
was memorable, the greatest reward was the friends [ made. From strangers to close friends, we took the same
classes, cooked, and explored together. These are the experiences I had never imagined before. Also, the most
valuable lesson I learned was to enjoy the present, since the current moment is always the best. During these five
months, I became more independent, more open-minded, and more aware of the person I aspire to become. This

exchange experience will remain one of the most important chapters of my life.




