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Pukyong National University (PKNU) is a research-focused comprehensive national university
located in Busan, South Korea’s largest port city. Benefiting from the city's rich marine resources and
cutting-edge industrial foundation, PKNU consists of the Daeyeon Campus, Yongdang Campus, and
the Institute of Fisheries Sciences, having earned the highest honor in the 2024 National University
Evaluation.

During my exchange semester, | lived and studied at the flat Daeyeon Campus. Although the campus
itself was very accessible, living on the 20th floor of the dormitory required me to leave 15 to 20
minutes early every day just to wait for the elevator. As a Business Management major, | selected an
English-taught management course with international students from diverse countries. Initially,
participating in group discussions was daunting because everyone spoke English so fluently and
rapidly. However, after adjusting my mindset to focus on active listening before sharing constructive
feedback, | gradually built my confidence and realized how friendly my classmates were. Additionally,
| took an engaging Basic Korean course where | purchased my textbook directly from the campus
bookstore. The practical nature of the class strongly motivated me to continue learning Korean after
returning to Taiwan, with the goal of passing the TOPIK exam.

Beyond academics, the highlight of my exchange was the "I-FRIEND" buddy program, which
assigned international students into multicultural groups. My group included friends from Uzbekistan,
Spain, and Vietham. Every month, we participated in unique themes such as cultural exchanges,
traditional market tours, picnics, and sports competitions, which naturally boosted my English and
Korean speaking skills. These gatherings also introduced me to the local drinking culture. Although |
personally do not drink alcohol much, my group members were extremely respectful and never forced
anyone, making it a wonderful experience in mutual understanding and cultural appreciation.
Furthermore, the campus atmosphere was vibrant. In March, the entire campus was covered in
breathtaking cherry blossoms. By May, the university festival featured extraordinary student dance
and singing performances, alongside an amazing three-day lineup of famous artists, drone light
shows, and fireworks.

Ultimately, this four-month exchange provided me with invaluable personal growth. Being in a foreign
environment taught me to feel comfortable with solitude—whether dining alone, visiting cafes, or
reading at the library without caring about others' judgments. It offered me the mental space to reflect
deeply on my current self and future goals. As | return to Taiwan to face my graduate studies, | feel
more independent and resilient. Looking ahead to another study abroad opportunity during my
graduate program, | am confident that the communication skills and adaptability | gained at PKNU wiill
help me integrate into new environments much faster, enabling me to become a more mature and
socially adept individual.




