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Participating in an exchange program at Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU) was one of the
most enriching experiences of my academic journey. SKKU, located in Seoul, South Korea, is one of
the country’ s oldest and most prestigious universities, with a strong emphasis on research, global
partnerships, and interdisciplinary education. The campus, blending traditional architecture with

modern facilities, offers a vibrant learning environment and a wide range of courses taught in both




Korean and English.

During my exchange semester, | enrolled in several engaging courses. One of the most
memorable was Photo Studio, where a professional photographer from outside the university
served as our instructor. Although the course was listed as English-taught, it was mainly conducted
in Korean, which posed a challenge for me. However, this became a valuable opportunity to
enhance my listening comprehension and adapt to a bilingual learning setting. The class involved
weekly assignments and hands-on practice with professional photography equipment, all provided
by the instructor. | also took a Film History course taught by a French professor, where we were
divided into teams to produce short video essays based on thematic topics. This course

strengthened my research, teamwork, and editing skills.

Outside the classroom, | joined the university’ s film club and participated in local events such
as the DMZ Peace Train Music Festival, where | served as a volunteer in the international artist
reception team. This experience gave me firsthand exposure to Korea' s music industry and
allowed me to engage with artists from Korea, Taiwan, Japan, and Europe. | also organized a small
exhibition introducing Taiwanese culture to international students, as part of a social practice

project supported by the university’ s global office.

Living in Korea encouraged me to adapt quickly to new routines, such as cooking several times
a week to save on daily expenses, or adjusting to the local communication style, where important
event details were often announced just a few days in advance. Although these differences initially
caused stress, they ultimately helped me become more flexible, patient, and confident in handling

uncertainty.

The biggest personal growth | experienced was a stronger belief in my own ability to adapt,
communicate, and thrive in unfamiliar environments. | was deeply inspired by the passionate and
driven students | met, and | returned home with a clearer vision for my future goals and a renewed

motivation to push myself further.




Overall, this exchange experience not only expanded my academic and cultural horizons but
also helped me grow as a person. | am truly grateful for this opportunity and would highly

recommend it to any student seeking both personal and professional development.




