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About the school

University of Li¢ge is located in the city of Li¢ge in eastern Belgium which is close to the Netherlands and
Germany. Also, Li¢ge lies in the largest French community in Belgium. Founded in 1817, University of Liege is
an international public university. From undergraduate to graduate studies, there are a variety of disciplines,
including Philosophy and Literature, Architecture, Political Science, Medicine, the well-known HEC Li¢ge School
of Management, and so on. Moreover, the local students at the university organize the Erasmus Student Network

(ESN) to hold a range of activities periodically, helping international students adapt and integrate into local life.

Course study and recommended course

Since I studied overseas for only one semester, I preferred focusing on learning and practicing a new language.
Therefore, I only selected two courses — Visual Communication and Elementary French Al. The former
belonged to the graduate-level specialized course from the faculty of Philosophy and Literature, but in reality, the
professor put more emphasis on the techniques of photography and editing rather than the language communication
of still and moving images that I expected. In contrast, the French course benefited me greatly. At the beginning
of the semester, everyone was placed into classes according to their test results. I was assigned to the elementary
class, which took place twice a week from 4 pm to 6 pm. The teacher conducted the class almost entirely in French
and was used to giving out printed handouts in every class. She tended to randomly call on students to answer
questions regarding the terms or grammar that were just taught. In addition, students were frequently asked to
practice French conversation in pairs. I really liked this kind of teaching mode because it helped me become

familiar with the new language more quickly.

Benefits from the exchange program

This exchange program abroad has benefited me tremendously. Firstly, through traveling around different cities
and countries, I personally experienced cultures completely distinct from Taiwan’s, which indeed broadened my
horizons. Secondly, I could immerse myself directly in the environment of the target language because I accessed
French everywhere in my daily life. This forced me to learn new words and even communicate with locals. Thirdly,
my cooking skills have improved a lot. Since eating out in Europe can be very expensive, I cooked almost every

day when I was in Liége to save money.



Thoughts and Suggestions

During the period of studying abroad, I think I became more patient. The efficiency of handling matters in Europe
is often not as high as in Taiwan. For example, it took me a lot of time to apply for a residence permit. Additionally,
frequent train delays that are considered a daily routine in Europe seem absurd to people from Taiwan. Later, when
I encountered unexpected, terrible situations, I became calmer and focused on how to solve the problems.

The preparatory work for studying abroad is complicated, including applying for a visa, looking for
accommodation, etc. I sincerely advise anyone who considers studying abroad to think carefully before deciding.
Don’t give up halfway after you have already arrived in a foreign country, as it wastes both money and time. In
my opinion, it is normal to feel unaccustomed to a foreign country with a culture and customs totally different
from those in Taiwan. However, if you decide to study abroad, set aside the distractions and just try to adapt to the

local environment as much as possible. Focus on your learning experience and enjoy a fresh life!



