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My Exchange Experience in Frankfurt
Studying abroad in Frankfurt was honestly one of the best decisions I've made. I didn't know
what to expect before leaving, but looking back, it changed a lot about how I think — about

finance, about learning, and about life in general.

Frankfurt itself is a fascinating city to be in if you're interested in finance. You can literally feel it
in the air — major banks and investment firms are everywhere, and the whole city has this energy
around the industry. Back in Taiwan, landing a spot at one of the Big Four accounting firms
already feels like a huge deal. But being in Frankfurt made me realize just how much bigger the
tinancial world actually is. Seeing that in person, and being surrounded by people who were
already thinking about careers in investment banking or asset management, genuinely shifted my

petspective on what's possible.

The courses I took wete also a big highlight. In Financial Risk Management, I got into concepts
like Value at Risk and stress testing, which finally made a lot of things click for me in terms of
how risk actually works in real markets. Then in Computational Finance with R, we were actually
building models and running portfolio analyses from scratch. It wasn't just theory — we were
doing it, which made the whole thing stick a lot better. Both courses pushed me further toward
wanting to do something in quantitative finance down the road, and they gave me a much clearer

sense of the technical skills I still need to develop.

One thing that really caught me off guard was how different the classroom vibe was. In
Germany, students ask questions all the time — like, constantly. Someone would raise their hand
mid-lecture just to push back on something the professor said, and everyone treated it as totally
normal. Coming from Taiwan, where most students (myself included) tend to just sit and listen, it

was a bit of a culture shock at first. But honestly, I loved it. It made every class feel more alive,



and it forced me to actually engage rather than just take notes. I started asking more questions

myself, which is something I've tried to carry with me since coming back.

Outside of class, daily life had its own learning curve. I had never really cooked for myself before
going, so figuring out German supermarkets from scratch was a whole adventure. Public
transport was also a bit of a puzzle at first — the ticketing system alone took me a while to figure
out — but once I got the hang of it, getting around became super easy and I actually started

enjoying just exploring the city on my own.

What I'll probably remember most, though, are the people. I met classmates from all over —
Europe, the Middle East, Africa — and just hanging out and talking with them made me realize
how ditferently people think about careers, relationships, and life goals depending on where they
come from. Someone's idea of a "good life" or a "successful career” can look completely
different based on their background, and those conversations made me reflect a lot on my own
assumptions. That kind of exposure is honestly hard to replicate anywhere else, and it's

something I feel really lucky to have had.



