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Before | knew it, | ended up sharing a lot, so | think everyone can probably tell just how happy
I" ve been here XD.
Even though I’ m technically an E-type / extrovert (55%), back when | was in Taiwan, | actually
didn’ t participate in many activities or socialize with people that much. | used to wonder if | had
somehow taken the personality test wrong. But after coming here, | finally realized that nope—I
really am an extrovert after all.
When | first arrived, my Japanese was honestly terrible. Even though | had already passed N1, |
was still completely afraid to speak. | worried a lot about my accent, grammar, and word choice,
because | wanted to speak fluent Japanese like a native Japanese person.
But after coming here, | started realizing that accents and mistakes are actually part of who you
are. They represent your own personality and even the culture of where you come from, and now
| actually think that" s really cool.
For example, most of the time when | speak Japanese, | basically translate directly from Chinese
in my head first. (Apparently this is not a very good way to learn a language lol.) So my grammar
is often completely backwards, or | directly translate Chinese words using kanji only to discover
that the word doesn’ t even exist in Japanese.
One moment | remember really clearly was when | wanted to say that someone eats a lot, so | just
confidently said "L £< Y & 5, because in Chinese we say BE. The Japanese person just
stared at me with a completely confused face and laughed, saying, "&2>W0W>2& ? 5 ( "What
do you mean?” ). That was when | realized that apparently | had just invented a Japanese word
XD.
There have been so many moments like that.
But funny enough, those mistakes are probably one of the reasons why quite a few Japanese and
Korean friends have told me that they like the way | speak Japanese (?).
Apparently my Japanese has this slightly funny vibe to it. And since I' m naturally a pretty
straightforward person, compared with Japanese and Korean people, the things | say sometimes
completely catch them off guard. | also say a ridiculous amount of gay jokes and somehow ended

up spreading that culture around the world lol.




So seriously, don’ t be afraid to speak just because your Japanese or Englishisn” t good enough.
When | first came here, all | could say were a bunch of short sentences. Now | can somehow use
my broken grammar to piece together ridiculously long sentences. For that, | really have to thank
myself for finally letting go of that damn pride.
Maybe my Japanese still isn’ t perfect, but sometimesit’ s exactly those imperfections that make
you want to improve more—and also make other people more interested in talking to you.
Another interesting thing for me has been age.
| mentioned before that I' m a master’ s student, but what | didn" t mention is that | had to
retake the entrance exam for a year, so technically I' m a third-year master’ s student. " m 27
years old while writing this.
Soyou can probably imagine that most people around me are adorable 18-22-year-old university
students.
And yet, somehow, | ended up getting along with them incredibly well. We talk about all kinds of
things, although the number-one topic is definitely love and relationships.
Well... they’ re university students after all.
At first, whenever people found out my age, they would treat me with a lot of respect. But after
spending some time with me and realizing how unbelievably unserious and stupid | am, that
respect slowly disappears, and eventually they turn into these extremely disrespectful Japanese
and Korean kids XD.
But honestly, that" s exactly what | wanted.
I ve always hoped that | wouldn’ t become one of those older students who feels distant or
intimidating. And | think | managed to do that~
Also, sincel' ve technically lived five to ten years longer than most of them, | do have a little more
life experience. When | watch university students dealing with certain things now, sometimes |
just think:

"Ahhhh... yeah, | totally get it. Hahahahaha."
No wonder so many people like dating older people.
(What am | even talking about?)
Anyway, being able to spend this particular stage of my life surrounded by a group of younger

friends has been a really unique experience.




Is 27 old?

Not really.

Is it young?

Well... not exactly either.

But maybe because |’ m stuck in this weird in-between age, I’ ve been able to experience things
in a different way. | already know which things aren” t worth wasting time on, which friendships
aren’ tworth investing too deeply in, and because | know that there are some people | may never
see again after this, I' ve also learned to treasure every moment we have together much more.
Another thing | keep mentioning throughout this whole post is Japanese and Korean people,
which is also something | only realized after coming to Japan.

At first, | mostly used English to talk with Europeans and Americans. My English was better, and |
also wanted to practice it for job hunting, so naturally | spent more time hanging out with Western
people.

But after actually spending time with them, | don’ t know whether it'" s just me or whetherit’ s
a difference in values, but | always felt like we were somehow on completely different
wavelengths.

Even now, | honestly can” t name a single Western friend who | would consider genuinely close.
On the other hand, I’ ve found Japanese and Korean people incredibly easy to get along with.
(Korean girls, specifically. Not Korean guys.)

At first there might be a little bit of distance, but once you become close, every single one of them
turns out to be more ridiculous than the last.

Although I' m still the most ridiculous one.

Now | actually have several friends who | would genuinely consider best-friend level—the kind of
people I sincerely want to meet again somewhere in the future.

| never imagined that | could have such deep conversations with people using my broken
Japanese.

So again: please don’ tworry that people won’ twant to talk to you just because your Japanese
isn" tgood. Just speak.

Even though I’ m already something of a “mini adult” 1" ve still continued discovering new

things about myself after coming to Japan.




Before coming here, | imagined that | would constantly travel around Japan. Then | realized that |
actually don’ t like solo travel at all.

Before coming here, | imagined that my English would become incredibly fluent and that | would
make lots of Western friends. Then | realized that I’ m honestly just... not that interested lol. As
long as my English is good enough for work, I' m satisfied.

Japanese, on the other hand, is a language that | genuinely want to keep improving for the rest
of my life.

That" swhy I think that no matter what age you go abroad, you can still have completely different
experiences and discover completely different sides of yourself.

| can genuinely say that this past year has become one of the best memories of my entire life.
My language skills improved.

My values changed.

| learned to look at myself again from a different perspective.

And most importantly, | became much more aware of what kind of life | actually enjoy.

If I had simply graduated on schedule and gone straight into full-time work, | honestly think |
might have gone through my entire life without ever experiencing this kind of change in
perspective.

Of course, I' m not saying that everyone who goes on exchange will automatically have some
life-changing realization. Everyone is different.

But if you' re still hesitating about whether you should go, maybe give yourself a chance.
Evenifyou' re already a master’ s student.

Sometimes, a change really can happen in just one moment~

There are still so, so many things | want to write about that | honestly don’ t think I’ Il ever be
able to finish everything in one post.

I" Il probably keep updating this in the future, maybe on Notion or somewhere else. It should

also eventually appear on NSYSU' s exchange program website.




