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The University of Gdansk, located in northern Poland, was established in 1970. Although it is relatively young by
European standards, it has grown into a well-regarded institution with campuses across Gdansk, Sopot, and Gdynia.
The main campus in the Oliwa district is modern, well-equipped, and easily accessible by public transport. The
university comprises 11 faculties and offers a wide range of academic programs.

Due to its location by the Baltic Sea, the university has built a strong reputation in marine science and
environmental studies. Its faculties of law and economics are also highly rated within Poland. As a member of the
SEA-EU alliance and participant in the Erasmus+ program, the university offers many opportunities for international
collaboration and exchange.

One of my favorite courses was Modern Behavioral Finance. While the professor was often late, the content
introduced new perspectives | hadn’ t encountered in Taiwan, especially the psychological aspects of financial
behavior. The short quizzes at the end of each class helped reinforce my understanding.

Outside the classroom, international events were mainly organized by the university's international office and
ESN (Erasmus Student Network). While communication from the university was often delayed, ESN was well-
organized and offered weekly activities, including overnight trips, though | couldn” t attend due to time constraints.

Studying abroad also came with challenges. Language barriers aside, cultural differences in how people handle
situations were sometimes difficult to adjust to. University administration could be confusing—important
information like dormitory check-in rules were announced only shortly before the semester, and responses to
inquiries were often incomplete. These experiences taught me to manage my emotions and focus on what | could
control.

Privacy was another cultural difference | struggled with. Dorm beds were placed closely together, and many
hostels lacked curtains or proper bathroom locks. Some facilities were mixed-gender, which felt unsafe. | learned to
adjust by avoiding busy hours and prioritizing my own comfort.

Overall, living abroad made me more grateful for things | once took for granted. In countries like Germany and
the Netherlands, | experienced train delays with little explanation, which taught me to appreciate smooth travels and
the importance of being prepared. This exchange experience improved my crisis management skills, planning ability,
confidence in asking for help, and gave me firsthand exposure to cultural differences.

Gdansk is a great city, and Poland is a very suitable country for exchange—affordable, safe, and culturally rich.

My time in Europe expanded my worldview and brought me both academic and personal growth.



