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Aix-Marseille Université¢ (AMU) is the largest public university in Southern France, known for its diverse
academic programs and international environment. I attended the Dipldme Universitaire de Langue et Culture
Francaises (Level A1, Semester 2) under the Department of French as a Foreign Language (FLE). This program
provided me with a solid foundation in French language learning, covering listening, speaking, reading, writing,

grammar, and phonetics.

Among the courses I took, the ones that benefited me the most were Oral Expression and Role-play and
Conversation. These classes emphasized interactive learning, which helped me practice real-life conversations,
improve my fluency, and gain more confidence in speaking French. I realized that communication is the most
essential purpose of language, and these courses directly improved my daily life in France. Being able to talk
with classmates, shop at stores, or ask for directions became much easier and more enjoyable thanks to these

practical lessons.

Outside the classroom, I had equally valuable learning experiences. I met classmates from various countries and
cultures, which allowed me to practice both French and English on a daily basis. I also had the opportunity to
travel to different countries in Europe, experience diverse cultures, and enjoy unique cuisines. These experiences
not only broadened my horizons but also helped me build friendships and an international network that I truly

treasure.

The benefits of this study abroad experience are numerous. I improved my French skills in listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. I strengthened my ability to adapt to new environments and to understand cultural
differences. I built lasting friendships with people from around the world. I also developed independence and

problem-solving skills, which will be valuable throughout my life.

Of course, I also faced some difficulties. At the beginning, my lack of language ability made it hard to complete



administrative tasks or even simple shopping. To overcome this, I relied on translation tools, asked classmates
for help, and gradually tried to express myself in French. With time, I became more confident and capable of
handling such situations on my own. Another cultural challenge was the difference in daily routines compared to
Taiwan—for example, supermarkets in France often close earlier, and dinner is usually eaten much later due to

long daylight hours. I learned to adjust by planning ahead and adapting to the local lifestyle.

Through these experiences, I have grown significantly. My greatest personal achievement was gaining more
confidence in using French and having the courage to face new challenges. I also learned how to live
independently, manage my own schedule, and adapt quickly to unfamiliar environments. This journey has made

me more open-minded and flexible, qualities that I believe will continue to shape my future.

In conclusion, my study abroad in France was a transformative experience that improved both my language skills
and my personal growth. I am very grateful for the opportunity, and I would encourage future students to prepare
basic French skills before arriving and to embrace cultural differences with an open mind. By doing so, they will

be able to gain not only academic knowledge but also unforgettable life experiences.



