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My study abroad experience at Kiel University (Christian-Albrechts-Universitat zu Kiel) was
truly unforgettable. Founded in 1665, Kiel University is one of the leading research
institutions in northern Germany, located in the city of Kiel, the capital of Schleswig-Holstein.
It offers a wide range of academic programs across eight faculties, with particular strengths
in marine science, life sciences, and renewable energy. As a member of the German
Excellence Strategy, the university is deeply engaged in international collaboration and
innovative research.

Among all the courses | took, the German language class was the most beneficial. Living in
Germany made it essential to learn the local language, and using German in daily life helped
me connect better with locals. The class was lively and creative—for example, while learning
numbers, we played a lottery game that made the material fun and memorable. Beyond the
classroom, | took full advantage of my time in Europe by traveling to different countries,

exploring new cultures, and meeting people from all over the world. It was a rare opportunity




to travel as a student, with discounted tickets and priceless learning experiences.

One course that stood out academically was Navigating Academia: Study Skills and
Advanced Academic Writing for Success. It taught me essential academic skills, including
how to structure essays, manage time effectively, and cope with academic pressure—skills
that are often overlooked in Taiwan' s education system but are incredibly valuable for
long-term growth.

Of course, studying abroad wasn’ t without challenges. One major difficulty was
understanding class instructions or important announcements, as some professors spoke
English very quickly. | learned to overcome this by speaking up and asking questions.
Fortunately, the professors were always approachable and patient. Another cultural shock
was that stores in Germany are closed on Sundays and close early on weekdays. At first, |
often forgot and found myself with nothing to eat, but over time | adjusted and even came
to appreciate this lifestyle, which prioritizes rest, family, and quality of life. It made me reflect
on how other cultures might benefit from a similar approach.

This journey also brought about significant personal growth. | became more patient, less
anxious, and more open to talking with strangers, which created more opportunities for
connection and cultural exchange. The slower pace of life in Germany helped me reflect,
recharge, and become more adaptable.

Looking back, this study abroad experience felt like a dream. From struggling with unfamiliar
routines to embracing the local way of life, | learned to enjoy the small things and appreciate
cultural differences. | especially liked the small class sizes at Kiel, which allowed for more
interaction between students and professors. The warm, conversational atmosphere made
learning feel more human and engaging. To future students, my biggest advice is: never
hesitate to ask questions. When you're abroad, clear communication is key, and people are

usually more than willing to help—if you take the first step.




