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#Introduction of exchange school:

My exchange university is the “Czech Technical University (CTU)” in Prague, which is one of the largest
and the most ancient universities in the Central Europe. The department I been distributed in Civil
engineering, which is located in Dejvicka and built over 300 years. With long history, the department of
Civil engineering accumulate a large Data and architecture records about Prague, having both old-style
building and recovering technical for Castle, Well and others medieval architecture, and also have very
fashion building technical to build steel and glasses mansions.

Because it is located in Dejvicka, the commercial and high-end residential emerging regions with many
diplomatic mission, hospital and military region, and also near the Véaclav Havel Airport Prague and
Prague Castle, there have very fantastic living function, peaceful and comfortable university atmosphere.
#Gains from course:

1.Czech/foreign language 1:

This is a very interesting introductory Czech course. The teacher introduced Czech to us mainly by way of
instruction. Along the way, she also introduced many interesting sights, food, festivals and culture in
Prague, which not only let us understand the Czech language from the language, but also aroused our
interest through these interesting activities. The Final exam is written examination. It will not be difficult,
if you concentrate on lectures.

2.Timber structure:

This class is mainly to teach us some knowledge about Timber structures, including wood moisture
content, rivets, roofs, beams, fire protection coefficient and other related knowledge. With routine
biweekly, one week for lecture, another week for calculation exercises. In the class, teacher used EU
standard to teach, so there may have a gap with what Taiwan has learned. Also, since my undergraduate
degree has nothing to do with civil engineering, I haven’t relevant base knowledge, so knowledge what I
understand is limited. The Final exam is written examination with 70% from question bank, so that won’t
be hard to get pass.

3.International business life:

This course is like as a combination of strategic management and cross-cultural communication in
NSYSU. In the class, Professor will give many cases to students to reflect on, but I don't think it is as
enough deep as those what I learned in NSYSU. This class requires classmate make a group to work
together to write the report weekly. There are final reports and written exams, which are not too difficult.

4.Landscape heritage:

This class is my favorite class. Professor will take you to different gardens in Prague every week, telling
the history and context of this field, from Renaissance, Baroque, Rococo, English-gardens and castles, etc.
Different types of introductions are including the functional building nearby, like: greenhouses,
monasteries, and coffee shops along the winery, which made me know many unique private shops in
Prague. The professor will also introduce different flowers and plants, such as tasting garlic plants, salad
plants and spring herbs, as well as ornamentals and herbs that can be used to make essential oils. Which
can only be see in Europe, with wonderful climate, latitude and divisively four seasons. Grading criteria is
based on the final written report to introduce your hometown garden or related field through the
knowledge learning from the class.



5.Glass structure:

This course is very similar to the timber construction course, but changes timber structures to glass
structures and focuses on the mechanics and supports of glass buildings. There is also biweekly. The
content is relatively solid, but it is also recommended that people with civil engineering knowledge prepare
well before choosing this course. Professor is very kind to teaching again and again the part you don’t
understand, so then you can still basically know what the glass structure talking about.

6.Sports - Irish Dance:

This class is also my favorite. I love the Irish dance “flame dancing” since I’'m 5 years old. So, when |
knew there was Irish dancing in university sport course, I wanted to try it. There are many step-by-step
lessons in tap dancing. I learned the basics of soft shoes. After learning soft shoes to a certain extent, you
can start learning hard shoes, which are so-called tap shoes. I really had fun while I was studying, the
teachers were very professional and we celebrated St Patrick's week together. If you like related activities,
welcome to try!!

#Gains from exchange life:
1.Basic knowledge of beer:

Everyone knows that the Czech Republic is the country that drinks the most beer in the world annually, so
there are many special and tasty types of beer. I also fall in love with beer and spent a period of time to
learn about beer and visited breweries. Now I can easy to distinguish Beers such as Black Ale, Red Ale,
Sour Ale, IPA, Langer, Blonde...etc.

2.Travel around the Europe:

The most important thing to do in Europe is travel around to see the different living styles and customs, so
I went to Spain, Portugal, France, Monaco, Germany, Austria, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Hungary,
Croatia, Italy, the Vatican, Iceland, Denmark, Sweden, the Netherlands, Belgium and other countries.
Before each departure, I did some detailed pre-departure investigations, and observed and recorded them in
detail during each trip. However, due to time constraints, I have not had time to sort them out completely,
and maybe I will sort them out few month after.

3.Culture & Festival:

When I was in NSYSU, I paid attention to many issues such as culture and festivals, regional
Revitalization, etc., and also took related program. Therefore, I give myself a mission. That is, I should try
my best to see those, when I go to Europe, the completely different cultural circle. So, I visited more than
30 regional festivals in the different place of Europe, from Burcak in autumn, Vaslav's Feast, Halloween in
Venice, Winter Christmas Markets (Prague, Austria, Nuremberg), Medieval Meals in the Cellars & Flame
Dances, Christmas Theater in Barcelona, New Year's Eve in Madrid, Madeira Traditional Dances, Nice
Carnival, Nice Strike, Lemon Festival in Menton, Prague Craft Beer Festival, St. Patrick's Week, Brno
Resurrection Market (Wine Celebration), Krakow Easter, Krakow Viking Festival, Tokaj Winery Tour in
Hungary, Prague Cherry Blossom Festival, Dubrovnik Labor Day, Heidelberg Fireworks Festival, Brno
Fireworks Competition to Five Petalled Rose Festival. To me, the atmosphere of each festival is unique
and vivid. Those festivals can reflect the surrounding issues such as the life value of the local people,
religious beliefs, business models, and even traffic lines.

specific growths:

1.The English listening and speaking ability have been enhanced, and some basic foreign language
conversations have also been understood.

2.The ability to take pictures has been improved. With topic selection thinking after every trip, the timing
to shoot and camera position are more properly.



3.Adaptability, I was encountering many challenges during the journey, and usually I can only rely on
myself to find the way to overcome them.

4.Positive thinking ability. I have to do everything by myself, and focus more to make myself mentally
strong.

5.Ability to live in a foreign country. Use a foreign language to familiarize myelf with the local area, and
live for one year to acquire it.

6.Data collection ability. Using foreign language to search for data, improve search range and skills to get
more precise answer.

7.Diplomatic ability. Because know more about the local culture, I can more easily to open a good topic to
chat with Czech friends.

8.0pen Mind. Foreign habits vary from person to person, and we can more understand each other, and
respect and learn from ours difference.

9.Ability to observe the environment. Through what has been learned in the past, practically hone the skills
of observing society.

#experience and feeling to share:

I am very grateful to the office of International Affairs for recommending me to go abroad for exchange.
During the process, them provided me a lot of help. In other hands, I am also very grateful to me for
making this brave decision. Traveling in Europe really opened my eyes and saw the completely different
side in the world. Wonderful trips, climbing mountains and rivers, and appreciating the cultural customs of
various places, these are really hard to describe in words.

Especially this time is not a short-term trip, but a real life there, met friends there. You can always find the
people who has similar interests. Like me, I make Czech friends with one very good barista and a wine
lover who is very researched. The most important thing is to thank my Buddy. He really takes care of me.
He will also chat with me and we spend Christmas together. I like the moment that chat with him while
watching the sunset. It also truly reflects the people-to-people diplomacy, and have a deeper understanding
from both sides. I think there is a stereotype that some Taiwanese people think that Czechs are cold, but I
don’t think so at all. I’'m really taken care of there, it doesn’t lose the warmth of Taiwan at all! In final, I’'m
very grateful for the support of the school's programs and scholarships. If anyone need help and advice for
making decisions, ’'m willing to share my wonderful exchange life to others. Thanks to the most fulfilling
year!
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