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Ghent University is a comprehensive research university and is ranked first in academic rankings in
Belgium. It is in Ghent, the second-largest city in the Flemish Region of Belgium. Ghent University has a total
of 11 faculties and 117 departments, each distributed across different areas of the city, making it a typical
university town. On the campus, you can see a juxtaposition of old European-style teaching buildings that
resemble castles and modern, innovative architecture, creating a harmonious blend. Due to its approximately 15-
minute walking distance from the city center, the campus area is not overly noisy. Each faculty has its own
library, providing an overall excellent learning environment. The international office of the university also
organizes various activities for international students to participate in, such as Welcome Day, Language
Exchange, Cultural Week, and Farewell Party, while also offering administrative and living assistance to
exchange students.

This semester in Ghent University will be one of my best times in my life. | really like the learning
environment in Ghent. All professors are kind, passionate and willing to share knowledge with students.
Classmates are also having many interesting ideas during the course, and they’ll address their opinions in an
organized way. This part is quite different with Asian students. We always don’t dare to express our thought and
just follow what professors said.

The most memorable course for me was Project Management. Despite being a management course, it was
specifically offered in the Faculty of Engineering, which was a significant challenge for someone like me with
no background in management. Initially, | felt overwhelmed, especially when seeing other students actively
participating in class discussions. However, as the semester progressed, | managed to catch up with the pace of
my classmates. Additionally, the professors utilized online teaching effectively, allowing us to engage in
discussions and complete practical assignments using online platforms. This teaching method is quite rare in
Taiwan, and overall, | learned a lot of knowledge in this course that | hadn't encountered in the engineering

college back home. It highlighted the connection between management and engineering.



After some conversation with friends, | realized the work (as a postgraduate) pattern is attractive for me. We
can have nice work-life balance here. Professors are mostly respect students’ thought, they also have many
diverse opportunities to learn and cooperate with other labs and schools. I’'m a master degree student now. After
this semester in Ghent, | started to think about if | have a chance to study PhD here. The life in Ghent is amazing,
I will never regret the decision 1 did for being an exchanged student in Ghent University.

Finally, I want to express my gratitude to NSYSU and the Ministry of Education for providing the
scholarship that allowed me to fulfill my dream of studying abroad. Although the preparations for studying
abroad were quite complex, involving course enrollment, school applications, and student visa processing,
everything was worth it after coming here. The lifestyle and culture in Europe are significantly different from
Taiwan, as they prioritize quality of life, gender equality, the environment, and individualism. Moreover, people
here don't criticize or judge others as much, which has led to a change in my mindset and perspective. Previously,

I was overly concerned about others' opinions, but after returning, | feel much more confident!



