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During my semester abroad, | studied at Technische Universitat Darmstadt (TU Darmstadt), a
highly reputable and historically significant technical university located in the state of Hesse,
Germany. The university is renowned for its excellence in engineering, natural sciences, and
architecture, and is often referred to as the "Berkeley of Germany." As a member of the TU9
alliance, TU Darmstadt is known for its academic rigor and its role in cultivating top-tier
professionals in both academia and industry.

Academically, | took three courses—two German language classes and one departmental
course, Facade Technology Il. The language classes helped me build the confidence to navigate
daily life and communicate with locals. My favorite course, however, was Facade Technology I,
which focused on the technical and design aspects of building envelopes. Through a mix of theory
and real-world case studies, the course broadened my understanding of sustainable design,
material systems, and energy efficiency. The learning style, which encouraged independent
thinking and creative solutions, was both refreshing and inspiring.

Outside the classroom, | made the most of a flexible schedule by concentrating my courses on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, which gave me long weekends to travel. Each trip required detailed
planning—from booking hostels and tickets to navigating train delays and platform changes. This
process strengthened my problem-solving and time management skills. | also joined the
university’s ultimate frisbee team and took a salsa dance course, both of which pushed me out of
my comfort zone and into new social environments. Daily life in Germany required independence,
especially with tasks like cooking, navigating unfamiliar systems, and adjusting to cultural norms
such as bottle deposit recycling and the lack of air conditioning.

This exchange experience brought me several personal and professional benefits. | developed a

stronger sense of independence and became more proactive in managing time and solving




problems. Living in a multicultural environment significantly improved my communication skills
and broadened my perspective. Most importantly, | learned to slow down, embrace uncertainty,
and find joy in everyday moments—Ilessons that will stay with me far beyond this semester.

To future students considering exchange: take time to prepare for logistics like visas, housing,
and health insurance, and be ready to adapt. Language classes are a great way to make friends,
and while travel is exciting, maintaining academic discipline is equally important. Studying abroad
is not just about seeing the world—it's about discovering how you move through it. I'm truly

grateful for this experience, and | would encourage anyone with the opportunity to take it.




