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The University of Regensburg is located in Regensburg, a historic city in Bavaria that is
recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Founded in 1962, it is a modern public research
university with more than 20,000 students. The campus is situated on a hill near the city center
and has a well-organized layout that connects academic buildings, libraries, and student
facilities. The university is known for its strong programs in natural sciences, medicine,
humanities, and law, and it is especially recognized for research in life sciences and physical
chemistry. It also maintains close cooperation with local biotechnology industries and teaching
hospitals. At the same time, the university actively promotes internationalization and maintains
partnerships with many universities around the world, creating a diverse and open academic

environment.

During my exchange, | took the German Language Course A2.2. Before coming to Germany, |
had studied German in Taiwan for about six months as preparation. However, the German
language classes in Germany were quite different from those in Taiwan. The courses focused
much more on speaking and listening, while reading and writing were practiced less frequently.
This difference was initially challenging for me, but | treated it as an opportunity to improve my

language skills. By observing how others expressed their ideas in German and trying to think in




German, | gradually became more confident. After half a year, | could clearly feel that my

German ability had improved.

Life outside the classroom was also an important part of my learning experience. One of the
most important skills | developed was cooking. When living abroad, cooking becomes a
necessary skill because daily meals are an essential part of life. Through cooking, | also gained a
deeper appreciation for the effort my parents put into preparing meals. In addition, cooking
became a way to connect with friends. | often had dinner with friends from my home university
as well as new friends | met during the exchange, including friends from Korea. Sharing meals
and talking about our exchange experiences and cultural backgrounds became one of my

favorite parts of the exchange.

This exchange program brought several concrete benefits. First, my language ability improved
significantly because | was constantly exposed to German in daily life. Instead of relying on
English, | tried to read and understand German in my surroundings. Many official documents in
Germany are only available in German, which also motivated me to continue learning the
language. Second, | developed stronger problem-solving skills. Living abroad required handling
many administrative procedures such as visas, registration, and broadcasting fees. At first, these
tasks felt overwhelming, especially when the information was only in German. However, by
staying calm, searching for information, discussing with friends, and sometimes asking Al tools

for help, | was able to solve these problems step by step.




One cultural difference | experienced was the classroom environment. In Taiwan, classes are
usually quiet and students mainly listen to the professor’ s lecture. In Germany, however,
students are much more active in expressing their opinions, and discussions happen frequently
without always raising hands. At first, it was difficult for me to participate, especially when | had
to express my thoughts in English or German. Over time, | learned that it is important not only

to listen to others but also to express my own ideas and participate in discussions.

Living abroad had always been one of my dreams. After completing this exchange program, |
became even more certain that | enjoy living independently in another country. In the future, |
hope to work or live abroad. The biggest change for me was becoming more confident in
expressing my thoughts. When we remain silent, others cannot understand what we think, and
we lose opportunities to communicate. Through interacting with people from different cultures
and backgrounds, | discovered that cultural exchange is both interesting and meaningful. It

broadened my perspective and allowed me to see the world from different viewpoints.

Before going abroad, it is natural to feel anxious about language barriers, discrimination, or
safety issues. However, after finishing the exchange, | realized that many of my worries were
unnecessary. Being placed in a new environment may feel uncomfortable at first, but it is also a
valuable opportunity to explore and understand yourself. | truly enjoyed my time in Regensburg
and would strongly recommend future students to choose this city for their exchange

experience.




